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whether or no I ſhould publiſh theſe Dil- 
courſes, yet the Publication being once Re- 
ſolved, the- Dedication was not ſo indiffe- 


ment : And to retreat to an Innocent , and Honourable 
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your Age and Conſcience, (the one Venerable , the o- 
ther Sacred ) Drudges to the Tyranny of Fana. 
tick, Perjured Uſurpers. The next attempt of this 
Diſcourſe, is a Defence of the Minſtery, and that at ſuch 
a time when none owned them upon the Bench ( for then 
you had quitted it ) but when on the contrary. we lived 
to hear One in the very face of the Univerſity, as it were 


in defiance of usand our Profeſſion, openly in his Charge . 


defend the Qyakers and Fanaticks, perſons not fit to be 
nam'd in ſach Courts, but in an Inditment. But » Sir, in 
the Inſtruftions I here preſumed to give to others, concer- 
ning what they ſhould doe, you may.take a Narratiye of 
what you have done : what reſpe&ted their Actions" as a 
Rule or Admonition, applyed to yours is onely a Rehear« 
fall. Whoſe Zealin aſlerting the Miniſteriall Cauſe is 
ſo generally known, ſo gratefully acknowledged , that I 
dare affirme, that in whatI deliver, you read the Words 
indeed of One; but the Thanks of All. VVhich affetio- 
nate Concernment of yours for them, ſeems to argue a 
Spirituall ſence, and Experimentall Taſt of their VVorks, 
and that you have reaped as much from their Labours , 
as others have done from theirLands:For to me it ſeemed 
alwaies ſtrange, and next fo Impoſſible, that a man con= 
verted by the Word Preached , ſhould ever hate and per» 
ſecute a Preacher, And ;fince you have ſeverall times in 
diſcourſe declared your ſelf for that Government in the 
Church, that is founded upon Scriptvre , Reaſon ,' Apoe 
ſtolicall Practice and Antiquity, and (we are ſure) the on- 
ly one that can conſiſt with the Preſent Government of 
State, I thought the latter Diſcourſe alſo might fitly ad- 
drefle it ſelfeto you, in the which you may read' your 
Judgement, as in the other your Practice. And now fince 
It has pleaſed Providence,at length to turn our Captivity, 

and 
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and anſwer perſecuted Patience with the unexpected re- 
turns of Settlement 3 to remove ourRulers, and-reſtore 
our Rulers and not onely to makt our ExaGors. rieh' eonj\ 
eſſe, but, what is better, to give us Righteouſnefle inſtead 
of ExaGtion, and hopes of Religion to a Church worried 
with Reformationz I believe upon due and impartjall 


'Reflexion on what is Paſt , you now find no cauſe to Rez 
pent, that you never dipt your hands in the- Bloody Hieb 


Courts of Juſtice, properly ſo called onely by Antiphraſis ; 
nor ever proſtituted the Scarlet Robe to thoſe Employ - 


ments, in which you muſt have worne the Colour of your 
Sinne in the Badge of your Office, But notwithſtanding 
all the Enticements of a Proſperous Villany, abtorred the 
Purchaſe, when the Price was Blood, So that now being 
priviledged by an happy Unconcernment in thoſe Legall 
Muzrders,you may take a ({weeter reliſh of your own Inno- 
cence, by beholding the miſery of others Guilt, who bes» 
ing Guilty before God, and infamous before men, Obno- 


- xious to Both, begin to find the firſt fruit of their finne in 


the Univerſal ſcorn of all, their apparent Danger, and 
unlikely Remedy : which beginnings being at length 
conſummated by the hand of Juſtice,the cry of Blood and 
Sacriledge will ceaſe, mens doubts will be Satisfied , and 
Providence Abſolved. 

And thus, Sir , having prefumed to honour my firſt EC- 
ſayes in Diyinity, by prefixing to them a Name, to which 
Divines are ſo much obliged. I ſhou!d here in the cloſe 
of this Addrefle, contribute a Wiſh at leaſt to your Hap- 
pynefſſe : But fince we deſire it not yet in another VVorld, 
and your Enjoyments in this (according to the Standard 
of a Chriſtian defire) are ſocompleat , that they require 
no Addition » I ſhall turn my VViſhes into Gratulations , 
and congratulating their Fulneſſe, onely wiſh their Con - 

tnuance. 
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tinuance : Praying, that you may ſtill poſſeſſe, what you 
poſſeſie; and Doe what you Doe 3 that is, refle& upon a 
clear, unblotted , acquitting Conſcience, and feed upon 
the incffable Comforts of the Memoriall of a Conquered 
Temptation3 without the danger of returning to the Try- 
all. And this (Sir) I account the greateſt Felicity that you 
o_ enjoy , and therefore the greateſt that hecan dere , 
whois 


Tonrs in all Obſervance , 
Ch. Ch. the 2511. 
of May , 1660, 
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A Preface tothe Reader. 


Hat being —_— to my ſelf of havino in Dil[courſe 

ſo often condemned the old of the he oo ” 
ſhould yet now own it by my Praiſe 3 ſpecially in that 

fort of Writing in which ſeveral have gone before me, whom 
it is no glory to come behind, I find a Neceſſity of beſpeaking 
the Readers acceptance with Excuſe , which yet I truſt I ſhall 
not manage ſo , as to make it onely matter for another , but 
preſent him with Reaſon,as well as Apology. . And firſt for the 
Publication of theſe two Diſcourſes , the one Preached in the 
time of our Feares , the other 2feur Hopes, and now both 
comming forth in the beginning of our Fruition, T ſhall 
not plead their having paſſed the Teſt and Approbation of two 
of the moſt Judiciows and Learned Auditories in the Nation, 
as ſuppoſing that was rather for the ſeaſonableneſſe of the 
Truth, than any Elegance of the Compoſure, and more for the 
Venture than the Performance : Tet from whatſoever canſe it 
came, I ſhall not vouch it as a reaſon of the Publication, ſince 
the ſame perſons may applaud the ſame thing from the Pul« 
pit, that they ſhall afterwards hiſſe coming from the Preſſe; as 
could be eaſily inſtanced in the Forlorne Works of ſome Vufor= 
tunate Divines : But much leſſe war it the inſolent,imprudent 
itch of appearing in Publick, that induced me to this, as be- 
ing confident that theſe Diſcourſes had more Hearers than 
they are like to finde Readers; ſo that my preſent attempt 
way be rather termed 1n Edition than a Publication. But 
leaſt of all ſhall T plead the importunity of Freinds , that ſtale 
pretence for publiſhing ſo many ſcribles 5 ſuch as being by 
much importunity brought to the Preſs, need a greater to brinz 
them 
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them to peruſall, Ent becauſe a ſordid , complying Spirit has 
been often charged upon the Univerſity , and ( we muſt con- 
feſſe ) aſpiceof it has appeared in many amongſt ws, wlo 
have fouled, as well as diſturbed th:ſe Fountains; IT thought 
cood to let our Detraftors underſtand , that in the very depth 
of SeFarian Barbariſme, when the profeſſed Enemies of the 
Church were the only Favourites of the State, and the very 
Tillars of it, the Vniverſities and Miniſters were falling, there 
has been ſome, who durſt aſſert a Truth , though to the viſtble 
danger of their preſent Enjoyments , an4 the utter extindion 
of their future Hopes; and for ſo deſperate a ſervice the moſt 
inconſiderable perſon was the ſitteſt,whoſe ſuce oe world have 
equally been an aduantage,and whoſe ruin noloſſe« Nor can 
I deny but that r was deſtrons to clear my ſelf from the unde- 
ſerved ſurmiſes,that ſome (whoſe good eſteem I have cauſe to 
value ) have had of me; as if the injurious favours of ſome 
bad not onely courted, but woune me to a ſervile compliance , 
which I alwaics abhorred : But ſuch was my fate , that ſome 
while they were in Power injured me by Perſecution, when De* 
clining, by their Favour." The Vindication alſo of ſome 
things here delivered was no ſmall inducement to a Publica- 
tion: For notwithſtanding the forementioned acceptance theſe 
Diſcourſes ſound, ye the former was attached by ſome [evere 
Reprehenders,who according to the Canting Diale@ of Wal- 
lingford- honſe ( which forty years ago would not have beer 
underſtood , neither will it forty years hence ) charged it as 
full of much Wrath and Darknalles but it ſcemes it was ſuch 
darkneſſe as the tyrannizing Egyptians began 10 feele ; And 
1am ſure no more Wrath thew was deſerved , and therefore 
very well beſtowed, However, Providence has enconraged it 
to ſee the Light, while ſome of its Reprehenders fit in Dark» 
eſſe, Tet ſince by Warrant for the Spirit it [elf , we may 
be Angry, and (ipne not, the ſarpweſſe of a Reprehenſion is 
fo 
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fo be aſcribed to the Nature of the thing that merits , not to 
the Temper of him that delivers it. And fence it has pleaſed 
God to unſhackle men from Engagements, Viſetations, and the 
Awe of Uſurpers, it is not to be expe@ed, that Perjury, Blood, 
and Sacriledge, can be any longer Goſpellized into 4s of 
Piety, or high ſtrains of Evangelical PerfeFion, becauſe in- 
deed they goe much beyond the Command, Tet that Perſon, 
the late O ppreſſor of this Nation, and the known Father of 
Enthuſiaſts , in whom thoſe three PerfeFions eminent= 
ly concurred, and who, we confeſſe is glanced upon in 
what follows, even him I have heard commended, as one, who 
wotwnhſtanding thoſe forementioned Infirmities ( ſocalled 1 
conceive,"becguſe they were the matterdFf his dayly Temptati- 
ons) yet as to The main was truly piows, and to uſe his Encomi- 
afts very expreſſion, had great Corfſmunion with God. ! ſup» 
poſe in the ſame ſence,t hat the Faithful, Innocent,and Devont, 
hold Communion with the Devil). Wherefore if by Wrath 
was meant a Free (though at that time Dangerow ) Animad- 
verſion —_ ſuch $pots of Chriſtianity ', We own the Charge , 
and readily confeſſe, that the enſurng Diſcourſe was not Cal- 
culated for the ſoothing of Galled Conſciences , but really in- 
tended to Gall them more ;, aud profeſſedly deſigned to reprove 

Avarice, Oppreſſion, Piows Fraudes , Blaſphemies,and Perja- 
ries, waies not heretofore known of holding Communion 
with God, And as for Perſonall Reflexions , I know none 


ſuch ſpoken, but made ſuch by being Applyed: And if (ome 
proceeded to Application before I did, and from their Low . 


onſneſſe inferred their Concernment, the Over-ruling ſentence 
of a Guilty Conſcience placing them under the Dint of any of 
theſe Reproofs, I am not he that either can , or would Abſolve 
them : For, as I bave often ſaid , either they arc not Guilty , 
and ſo they are not concerned in them, or Guilty ; and ſo they 
deſerve thew, But whereas it has been farther objeFed, that 
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T propoſed many doubts,which I left nnanſwered; I am ſorry, 
that it was a fan't, to 1hink ſo honourably of my Auditory, as 
to eſteem it Necdleſſe : Ent it #s not in my power to inforn 
ſome mens Tenorance, nor my deſtre to gratifie their Humonr : 
And whether this Plea proceeds from a tender Conſcience, or 
« tender bead, I am not much concerned, but acquieſce fully 
in this, that for the ObjeQions,thoſe that were Learned,could 
hear an anſwer them;thoſe that were not,conld not apprehend 
them, both therefore equally without danger. And whereas 
do not now at lea't in the Printingthem , adde their Solutions, 
T anſwer, that in regard I profeſſe to publiſh the Sermon I then 
Preached, I ſlonuld not verify my Word, ſhould I by ſuch 4d- 
ditions make it Another. Having given an account of my de 
ſen in the former Diſcourſe, and wiped off the Cenſures that 
for ſome time have ſtuckupon it, I ſhall endeavour to pre- 
pare the Reader for a fair nnderſtan1ing of the Second,which 
being Preached before minyof the mot conſtderable Atems- 
bers of the Houſe of Commons , had an Auditory ſuitable to 
its Deſegrn, For in as much as an Fraſtian Antiminiſfteriall 
Spirit bas for many gears aFed moſt of the Nation,who would 
command the Service,without ſubmitting to the Diſcipline of 
the Miniſters And ſince Arguments from Piety or Scripture 
work Iitwieffpon mot of them , I thought it the beſt ſervice 
that could be dongggthe Eceleſtaiticall Cauſe, to make it a»- 
pear that even a Politick, conſideration would perſwade that , 
which whs comman4ded upon 4 Spiritual : By ſhewing how Re. 
ligion is that alone that holds together the whole frame of 
Government 3 it being upheld it ſelf by the Encouragement , 
and Honour of the Clergy. So that whereas T enforce it chiefly 
by Arguments drawn from Civill Concernments, I wonld have 
one? offended, ſince my intent is limited here, only to this re. 
iped, it being an Argument ad hominem ; not the onely One 
that the the SubjeF would afford, but that which wasthe 
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woſt likely to reach the Temper of the Timer, And if 1 infer 
the neceſſity of Religion, and an Honourable Clergy from the 
Exigence of the Civil Intereſt, I ſuppoſe the neceſſity of it from 
God: Command, and from the ſalvation of mens fakes 12 
queſtionable : Wherefore 1 ſhall take the boldneſſe to entreat 
thoſe who ſhall think it worthy their Reading, before they Cen+ 
ſmre,to vouchſafe it at leaſt an attentjveperuſal,in as much as 
it preſents to th:w ſome Truths , 1 think not often obſerved, 1 
am ſure, not uſually delivered. For my own part, 1cannot 
conceive how Religion can ſtand without a Miniftery, nor the 
Miniſtery without i!s two Eſſential Props , TuriſdiFion and 
ReſpetF, 1|t is theold, ſly, and undermining Plea, that Mis 
niſters onght only to procure reſpe@ by their Learning,and la« 
boriens,Upright life other advantages belong not to them. 
But to anſwer this 3 + qu pon ev Experience proves, that 
the moſt Piowus, and the moſt Ledrned, have been the moſt per= 
ſecuted and contemned , it is irrationall to think, that mer 
ever yet made their Duty the meaſure of their PraFice. And 
bowſocver all ought , yet there are but very few who*reverence 
Miniſter: for thoſe Qualifications > but ſtill thoſe that do not, 
muſt be governed, or the Church ruined : therefore the Aſſift« 
ance of Secular ſupports muſt be taken in, Moſt thereforg will 
confeſs Church Government Neceſſary , though they deny tha 
Neceſſity to any determinate kind. But ſince ChurelGovern.. 
ment in Generall ſequeſired from its ſeveral kinds, is a\qzee 
1dea,1 am apt to think that the Determination of it wits cont 
manded together with the thing it ſelf. And fimce only Par- 
ticular,not Univerſal Natures fall under PraGice, in as much 
as the Apoſiles did aFually Govern the Church, it muſt needs 
be,that it was by a certain determinate kind of Government : 
And then con(cdering the Tnfallible Apoitolick Spirit by 
which they were aGed,I conceive their PraFice and Example 


was a Virtual Command : eſpecially when the reaſon and 
grounds 
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grounds of it continue ſtill the ſame. What that Tice was, 
though there are many not obſcure Traces of it It Scriptyre , 
get I deſere to gather it from the general Practiſe of theChurch 
ſuccesſtvely continued from their times : the moſt rationall 
Guide where the Scripture is ſtlent , and the beſt Comment 
where it is Obſcure. And upon this Rule and Ground, 1 hold it 
more reaſonable to Erre, than wpon Fanatick, Principles to 
Stumble upon the Truth. Having thus ſhown my intent in 
theſe Sermons, and alſo the Rule, to the guidance of which I 
intend to reſt #7 ſelf , in whatſoever God ſhall bereafter 
call me either to Speak, or Act as a Miniſter , I ſhall venture 
theſe Meditations into the World, What reception they may 
find 1 am ignorant, but not ſollicitow. But ſure , of all per= 
ſons, Miniſters , Scholars, and eſpecially thoſe of the Vniver- 
ſities, have little cauſe to cenſure, or reprehend me, who have 
freely ventured the Whole of mySmall Advantages from them, 
in aſſerting them in a day of the blackeſt danger and rebuke , 
that I truſt will ever befall the Church. However, I value not 
the taunts, the murmur: of any : T have learned by bearing, to 
contemn them. Frequent Ars b nba has bred an Apathy. But 
whatſoever men ſhall Mutter, Rail, or Peclaim againſt theſe 
Writings, either out of a diſlike of the Subject here Treated 
of, or a perſoual hatred of my ſelf; yet in this Ireſt ſatisfied, 
and aſſured, that the Truth here ſpoken of , will ſtand, what - 
ſoever becomes of Him, that ſpoke it. 


| Math, 10. 33. 
But whoſoever ſhall deny me before men, him 


will I deny before. my Father which i in 
Heaven, : 


S the great comprehenſive Goſpel duty is the denyal of 
Self, ſo the _ Goſpel fin that confronts ir ,, 15 the 
denyal of Chriſt. Theſe two are both the Command- 
ing and the Dividing Principles of all our ARtons : 


$222 
ASP 
Df RE For whoſoever as 1n ——_ to one, It is alwates in * 
behalf of the other. None ever oppoſed Chriſt, bur 


it was to gratifie Self : None ever renounced the Intereſt of Self, bur 
from a prevailing love to the Intereſt of Chriſt, The ſubje& I haye 
here pitched upon , may ſeem improper in theſe times, and in this 
place, where the number of Profefſors,and of men is the ſame ; where 
the Cauſe and Intereſt of Chriſt has been-ſo cryed up ; and Chriſts 
Perſonall Reign and Kingdome ſoralled.for , and expeed>Eur 
ſince it has been till Preached up, but Ated down ; and-dealt with, 
as the Eagle in the Fable did with the Oyſter, carrying it up on hizh, 
that by lerring it fall be might daſh it in peices: I ſay , fince Chriſt 
muſt Reign , bur his Truths be made to ſerve. 1 ſuppoſe ir is but 
Reaſon, to diſtinguiſh berween Profefſhon and Prerence ; and to con- 
clude, rhar mens preſent crying , Haile Kirg , and berding the knee to 

Chriſt, are onely in order to his future Crucifixion. | 
For the diſcovery of the ſence of the Words, I ſhall enquire into 
their occafior From the very beginning of the Chapter wee have 
Chriſt conſulting the Propagation of the Goſpel ; and in o:der rot 
B ( being 


(2) 
(being the onely way that he knew ro.effe& ic ) ſending forth a Mini- 
ltery ; and giving them a Co:nmiſſion, rogerher with InſtruRious for 
_ the Execution of 1r. He would have rhem fully acquainted with the 

Nature and Extent of their Office ; and ſohe joynes Commiſſion 
with Inftru&ion ; by one he conveighs Power , by the other Know- 
ledge. Suppoſing ( I conceive-) that upon ſuch an Underraking , the 
more Learned his Miniſters were, they would prove never the leſs 
faithfull. And thus having firred them , and tript them of all man- 
ner of defence, v. 9. He ſends them forch among(t Wolves: A hard 
Expedition, you will ſxy,to go amongſt Wolves ; bur yer, much har- 
der to convert them into Sheep ; and noleſs hard even to aiſce;ne 
ſone of them , poihbly being under Shops cloxthing ; and ſo by the 
advantage of thar dreſs, ſooner felt rh diſcovered: and ly al- 
ſo ſuch as hid both the properties of Wolves , that is, chey could 
Whine and howle, as well as bice and devoure, Bur thar they might 
not goe alrogerher naked amongſt their Enemies , the onely Armour 
char Chrilt allows them, it is Prudence-and Innocence ; Be ye wiſe as 
Serpents, but harmleſſe as Doves, v.16. Weapons nor at all offenſive, 
yet molt ſuicable ro their Warfare, whoſe greareſt Encounters were 
to be Exhorcations,and whoſe only Conqueſt, Eſcape. Innocence ir is 
the beſt caution , and we may unite the expreſſion, to be wiſe as a Ser- 
pert , is tobe harmleſs as a Dove, Innocence, it is like poliſh'd Ar- 
mour, it adorns, and it defends- In ſumme, he tells rhem, rhar rhe 
oppoſition they thould meer with, was the greateſt imaginable, from 
rhe 15.to the 26, v. but in the enſuing verſes hepromilſes them an e- 
quall proportion of athſtance ; which it ir was not Argument of 
force enovgh to out-weigh the fore-mentioned diſcouragements, he 

calts into the Balance , the.promiſe of a Feivard to ſuch as ſhould 
Execute, and of Puniſhment to ſuch as ſhould Negle& their Com- 
miſſion: The Reward in the former verſe , Whoſoever ſhall confeſſe me 
before men , &c. the puniſhment in this , But whoſoever ſhall deny.&c. 
As if by way of preoccupation he ſhould have ſaid , Well: here 
you ſee your Commiſſion, this 1s your Duty , theſe are your Diſcou- 
ragements : never ſeck for ſhifrs and evaſions from worldly affli tt- 
ons 3 this is your Reyvard if you perform ir,this is your Doome if you 
decline it. 

As for the Explication of the words they are cle and eafie ; and 


their Originals 1n the Greek are of fingle fignification , without any 
ambiguity; 
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ambiguity ; and therefore I ſhall nor troyble-you, by propoſing how 
they run 1n this, or in that Edition : or training for an interpretation 
where there is no difficultie , or a diſtin&ion where there is no diffe- 
rence. Ihe onely Expoſition that } ſhall give of them , will be to 
compare them. to ather Parallel Scriprures, and peculiarly that in the 
8 Mark 38. Whoſoever therefore ſhall be aſhamed of me and wy words, 
in this adulterons and finfyull generation, of hims alſo ſhall the Son of man 
be aſbamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father, with the holy An- 
gels. Theſe words are a.Comment upon 'my Text. : 

1.Whar is here in theText called a deryirg of Chriſt, is there termed 
a being aſhamed of him, that is, in thoſe words the Cauſe is expreſſed”, 
and here the Effe ; for therefore we deny a thing , becauſe we are 
thamed of ir,Firſt Petey is aſhamed of Chritt,rhen he denyes him. 
-. 2, What is here termed a denying of Chriſt, is there called a being 
aſhamed of Chriſt and bis Words : Chrifts truths are his ſecond Self. 
And he that offers contempt to a Kings letters or edi&s , virtually 
affronts the King; it Rrikes his words , bur ir rebounds upon his Fer- 
ſon. 

3. Whar is here ſaid before mey, is there phraſed , in this adulte- 
rous and ſinful generation. Theſe words import the hindrances of che 
duty enzoyned, which therefore is here purpoſely enforced with a #0» 
obſtante to all oppoſition. The Terme Adzlterous I conceive may 
cheifly relate ro the Jewes who being nationally eſpouſed-ro God by 
Covenant , every finne of theirs was in a peculiar manner ſpiritual 
eAdnltery. = 

4 What is bere {aid 7 will deny him before wy Father, is there ex- 
preſfed: / will be aſhamed of him before my Father ard hs holy Angels, 
that is when he ſhall come to Judgment , when Fevenging Juſtice 
ſhall come in'pomp , atrended with the glorious Retinue of all rhe 
Hoſt of Heaven. In ſhort the ſentence pronounced declares rhe Judg- 
ment, the ſolemnity of it, the Terror. 

From the words, we may deduce theſe Obſervations. 

1. # ſhall find frovg motives ard temptations from men, to draw us 
to 4 demall of Cbrift. | 

2. No Tarrors, oy Solicitations from men , though rever ſo great Can 

Warrant or Excuſe ſuch a demall. 
- 2. Todeny Chriffs Words, is to deny Chrift. | : 
| Bur ſince theſe C bſerv/tions re rather implyed then exprefled in 
the words, 1 ſball wave them,and —— ceducing a —_— 
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tin& from the words, proſecute the wordsthem ſelves undet this Do- 
Grinall Paraphraſe. _ | 
Whoſo®Npall deny, diſ-owne or be aſhamed of either the Perſon 0; 
truths of Jeſs Chriſt for any fear or favour of man;ſhall with ſhame 
be diſowned , and Eternally rejefled by bim at the dreadfull jndg- 
ment of the great day, | 
The diſcuſſion of this ſhall lyein theſe things, - -- NT { 
1. To ſheiv how many wayes Chrift and his truths may be denyed, 
:d what is the deniall here cheifly intended. 


@ 2. 1o ſhew what ate the cauſes that induce men to a deniall 


of Chriſt and his truths. : 

3. To ſhew how farre a man miy conſult his ſafety in time of per- 
ſecution, withour denying Chriſt, 

4+ To ſhew what is imported in'Chriſts denying us before his Fa- 
ther in Heaven, 

5.To apply all to the preſent Occaſion. 

Bur before I enter upon theſeI muſt breifly premiſe this,that though 
the Text and the Doarine run peremptory and abſolute , Fhoſoever 
denyes Chriſt , ſhall aſſuredly be denyed by hims : yer ill there is a 
tacit condition in the words ſuppoſed, unleſs repentance intervene. 
For this and many other Scriptures,though as totheir formall rermes 
they are Abſolute , yet as to their ſence they are Conditionall. God 
in mercy has ſo framed , and temper'd his word, that we have for the 
moſt part, a Reſerve of ;mercy wrap'd upina Curſe. And the very 
firſt judgment that was Pronounced upon fallen man, it was with the 
allay of a promiſe. Whereſoever we find a Curſe to the Guilty Ex 
preſſed , in the ſame words mercy to the Penirent is ſtill Underſtood. 

This premiſed, I come no-v to diſcufle the firſt thing , viz. How 
many wayes Chriſt and his truths may be denyed , &c. Here firſt in 

enerall I afſerr,that we may deny him in all thoſe a&s rhat are capa- 

le ofbeing morally good or evill:thoſe are the proper Scene in which 
we a& our Confeſſions or denialls of him. Accordingly therefore all 
wayes of denying Chriſt, / ſhall compriſe under theſe three. 

1. We may deny him and his truths by an Erroneous, Hereticall 
judgment.I know it is doubted whether a bare Error in judgment can 
condenmne : bur ſince truths abſolutely neceſſary ro Salvation , are fo 
. clearly revealed, that we cannot erre in them , unleſs we be notori- 
ouſly wanting to our ſelyes; herein the fault of the judgment = bw; 

ve 
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ſolved into a precedent default in che will : and fo the caſe is put our 
of doubt. Bur here it may bereplyed , are nor truths of  abſoluce and 
fundamencall neceflicy, very diſpurable : as the Deity of Chriſt; the 
Trinity of Perſons? if they are not in themſelves diſputable, why are 
they ſo much diſpured ? Indeed TI believe if we trace theſe diſputes 
co their originall cauſe we ſhall find, that they never ſprung from a re- 
lucancy in Reaſon to embrace them. For this reaſon it ſelf diQates 
as mot rationall, to aſſent to any thing though ſeemingly contrary: ro 
Reaſon,if it is revealed by God,and we are <ertaine of the Revelation, 
Theſe two ſuppoſed , theſe diſputes mult needs ariſe only from 
curiolity and fingularity ; and theſe are the faules of a diſeaſed will, 
Burt ſome will further demand in behalf of theſe men,wherher ſuch as 
afſent to every word in Scripture , for ſo will thoſe that deny the 
naturall deity of Chriſt and the Spirit,can be yet faid in Do&rinalls to 
deny Chriſt? To this I anſivere,fince words-abftfaced from their pro= 
per ſenſe 8ſi2nification,looſe the nature of words, & are only equivo- 
cally ſo called: inaſmuch as the perſons we ſpeak of,rake them thus;8& 
derive the Letter from Chriſt, but the fignitication from themſelves, 
they cannot be faid. properly to aſſent - ſomuch as to'the words of the 
Scriprure.And ſo their caſe alſo 1s clear.Butyer more fully ro ſtare the 
matter, how farre a denialt of Chriſt in beleife and. judgment is dam- 
nable:We will propoſe the queſtion. Whether thoſe that hold the fun- 
damentalls of faith, may deny Chriſt damnably,in reſpe& of rhoſe ſu- 

rtru&ures and conſequenceschar ariſe from them? anſwer in breif, 
bo fundamentalt trurhs are underſtood, 1. Eicher ſuch without the be- 
leif of which we cannot be ſaved,or, 2. ſuch,che beleif of which is ſuf- 
ficient to ſave : If the queſtion be Propoſed of fundamenralls in this 
latter ſence , it containes its own anſwer ; for he that beleives thoſe 
truths , the beleif of which is ſuſhcient ro ſave , the disbeleif or deni- 
all of their conſequences cannot damne.But what and how many theſe 
fundamentalls are, it will then be agreed up6n, when alt Se&s, Opini- 
ons and Perſwaſions doe uniteand conſent. 21y. If we ſpeake of fun- 
damenralls in the former ſence, as they are only truths without which 
we cannot be ſaved : it is manifeſt that we may believe them,and yes 
be damned for denying their conſequences : for that which is: only a 


| Condition withour which we cannot be ſaved,is not therefore a Cauſe 


ſufficient to ſave : much more 1s required to the latter , then'to the 


former, I conclude therefore , that ro-deny Chriſt in our judgment, 
Ww1 
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will condemne, and this concernes the learned : Chriſt demands che 
homage of your underltandings:be wil bave yourReaſon bend co him, 
you muſt put your Heads under bis feet, And we knorvy char hereto 
fore he who bad the Leproſy in this parc , was to be pronounced ut- 
cerly unclean. A poyſoned reaſon , an infeted judgmenc is Chriſls 
greateſt enemy. And an Error 1n the jud c, itis like an impo- 
itume in whe Head, which is alwayes noyſome,and frequently mortall. 

2. We may deny Chriſt verbally,and by orall expreſſions.Now our 
words they are the interpreters of our hearcs. The tranſcripts of rhe 
judgment with ſome further addition of good or evill. He thar inter- 
prets uſually inlarges. What our judgment whiſpers in ſecret , cheſe 
proclaime upon the houſe top. To deny Chriſt in che former imporrs 
enmiry,burin theſe open Defiance.Chriſts paſhon is renewed inborh: 
be that miſ-judges of him, condemnes him, bur he chat blaſphemes 
kim ſpirs inhis face, Thus the Jewes & che Phariſees denyed Chriſt, 
Wwe know that this man is a ſinner, Joh.g. 24. and a decerver,Mit.27.63, 
and he caſts out devills , by the prince of the divells.i2,Mat.24. And thug 
Chriſt is dayly denyed,in many ures was printed & divulged,and 
many horrid Opinions venced againſt the truth. The Schooles diſpure 
whether in moralls the external Aion ſuperadds'any thing of good of 
evill ro the internall elicit a&ts of the Will: bur cercainly the enmity 
of our judgments 15 wrought up to an high picch before 1t rages in an 
open deniall.And it is a figne that it is grown too bigge for the Hearr, 
when ic ſeeks for vent in oar words. Blaſphemy uctered ic is Error 
heightned with Impudence. 7c is finne ſcorning a concealment , not 
enly commurted, buc defended. He thac denyes Chriſtin his judg- 
ment {ins, but he that ſpeakes his demiall , vouches and ownes his 
Gnne : and ſo by publiſhing ir, does whart in him lies to make it Vni- 
verſall : and by writing ic to eſtabliſh ic Ecernall. There is another 
way of denying Chriſt wich qur Mourhes, which is Negative : that is 
when we doenot acknowledge and confeſse him : bur of this I ſhall 
have occaſion to rreat.under rhe diſcuſſion of theThird general Head; 

3. We may deny Chriſt in our A&ions and PraQtice , and theſe 
fpeak much louder then our tongues. To have an Orthodox belief, 
and a true Profeſſion, concurring with a bad life , it is only vo deny 
Chriſt wirh agreater ſolemnity.Beleif and Profefſion will ſpeak thee 
a Chriftian bur very faintly , when thy converſation proctaimes thee 
an Infidell. Many while they have Preached Chriſt in their Sermons, 
— have 
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have read a teQure of Atheiſme- in their Pratice, 'We have mary 


here har _u of Gollinefle , Mortification and Self-deniall : bur if 
» 


theſe are ſo, whar meanes the Bleacing of the Sheep , and the lowinz 
of che Oxen , the noiſe of their ordinary finnes, and rhe cry of their 
great ones ? If Godly, why doe they wallow and ſleep in all the Car- 
naliries of the world , under prerence of Chriſtian liberty > Why 
doe they make religion ridiculous by precending to Prophecy, and 
when their prophecies prove delufions , why doe they 'Blaſpheme ? 
If ſuch ſelf-denyers , what means the griping, the prejudice, the c0- 
vetouſneſſe , and the pluralicies preached againſt , and retained , and 
the Arbirrary Government of many 2 When ſuch men Preach of 
ſelf-denyal and hunuliry. I cannor bur think of Sexeca, who praiſed 
Poverty, and that very ſafely , in the midit of his great Riches and 
Gardens ; and even exhorred the world to throw away their Gold , 
perhaps (as one well conjeAures) that he might garher it up; So theſe 
defire men to be humble, thar chey may domineer without oppoſition. 
Bur ic is an eafie matter to commend patience, when there is no d:n- 
ver of any tryall,ro extoll humility in the midſt of honours , to begin « 
Faſt after Dinner. Bur O how Chriſt will deal with ſuch perſons wher 
he ſhall dravv forth all rheir ARions bare and Rript from this decely- 
ing vaile of their heavenly ſpeeches ! He will then ſay,it was not your 
ſad Countenance, nor your Hypocriricall groaning,by whith you did 
either confeſſe or honour me : bat your Worldlineſs , your luxury, 
your ſiniſter parrial dealing ; theſe have denyed me,theſe have wound- 
ed me, theſe have gone to my heart : theſe have” cauſed the weak ro 
ſtumble, and che prophane to blaſpheme : theſe have offended rhe 


| one, and hardned the other. You have indeed {poke me fair, you have 


ſaluted me with your lips,bur even then youbetray'd me.Depatr from 
me therefore you profeſſors of holineſs, but you workers of iniquity. 
| And thus having ſhewn the three wayes by which Chriſt may be 
denyed, it may now be demanded, whichis the Deniall here intend- 
ed in the words. 
Anſwere 1, I conceive if the words are taken as they were particu- 
larly and perſonally dire&ed to-the Apoltles upon the occahion of 
their miſſion ro preach the Goſpel, ſo the denyall of him , was the 
not acknowledgement of the Deity or Godhead of Chriſt ;- and- the 
reaſon to prove, that this was then principally intended, is this, Pe- 
cauſe this wasthe truth in thoſe dayes cheifly oppoſed , and _— 
2leive 
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beleived , as appeares, becauſe Chriſt and the Apoſtles did moſt ear- 
neſtly inculcare the beleif of this, and accepted men upon the bare 
acknowledgement of this, and Baptiſme - was adminiſtred ro ſuch as 
did bur profeſs this, $ As 37,38. And indeed as this one Aphoriſme 
Feſus ( briſt is the Son of God , 18 Vectually and eminently rhe whole 
Goſpel , ſo to confeſs'or deny iris vercually to embrace or reje& the 
whole round and ſeries of Goſpell cruths. 'For he that acknowledges 
Chriſt to be the ſonne of God, by the ſame does conſequentially ac- 
kno viedge that he is to be beleived and obeyed in whatſoever he 
does enjoyne and deliver tothe ſonnes of men : and therefore that we 
are tO repent and beleive and reſt upon him for ſalvation ,, and to de- 
ny our ſelves : and within the compaſs of this is included whatſoever 
1s called Goſpell. : 

_ Asfor the manner of our denying the Deity of Chriſt here prohi- 
bired,I conceive it was by words and orall expreſſions verbally to de- 
ny , anddiſ-acknowledge it : This I ground upon theſe reaſons. 

x. Becauſe it was ſuch a deniall as was before mex , and therefore 
 conliſted in open Profeſſion , for a deniall in judgment and praQice, 

as ſuch, 1s not alwayes before men. Z 
. 2. Becauſe it was ſuch adeniall or confeſſion of him as would ap- 
pear in Preaching: bur this is mannaged in words and verball profeſs 
OIL OM 
But now 21y, If we take the words as they are a generall precept 
equally relating to all rimes, and to all perſons, though delivered on- 
ly upon a particular occaſion to the Apoſtles (as I ſuppoſe they are to 
be underſtood) ſo I think they comprehend all the Three wayes men- 
tioned of confefling or denying Chriſt : but principally in reſpeR of 
praRtice, and that 1,Becauſe by this he is moſt honoured or diſhonour- 
ed. 2. Becauſe without this the other two cannot ſave. 3.Becauſe thoſe 
who are ready enough to confeſs ,him both in judgment and profe- 
mp for the moſt part very prone to deny him ſhamefully in their 

OINgs, ; 
Paſs we now to a Second thing , to ſhe - 
What are the Cauſes inducing men todeny Chriſt in his truths. 
I ſhall propoſe Three. | 
I. The: ſeeming ſuppoſed abſurdity of many truths: Vpon this 
foundation Herefie allwayes' builds. The Heathens derided the 

Chriſtians , tha Rill they required and preſsed beleif , and well =— 
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might (ſay they) ſfince-the Articles of their Religion are ſo abſurd, Pg | 


that upon Principles of Sctencethey can never winne aſsenc.lr is eaſy / 
to drayy ir forth and demon(icate, how upon this ſcore the cheif Here- | 
fies that now are ſaid to trouble the Church, doe oppoſe and deny the 
moſt important truths in Divinity. As firſt, hear the denyer of the/ 
Deity and ſatisfaQtion of Chriſt, What (ſaies he) can rhe ſame Perfo 
be God and man? the Creature and the Creator ? can we aſcribe ſu 
attribures to the ſame thing, whereof one implyes a ation 
ContradiRion of the other?Can he be alſo Finire and Infinite , 
to be finice is not to be infinite , and to be infinice not to 
And 'when we diſtinguiſh berween the Perſop,- e Nature, 
was not that difitn&ion an invention of. the Sch: les, favoring rather 
of wr Drvizicy?If we ſay that he muſt have 1n God, 
becauſe he was to mediate between us and God , by the ſame reaſon 
they will reply, we ſhould need a Mediator between us and. C hrift, 
1 ho is equally God, equally offended. Then for his ſatisfaQion,rhey 
will demand to whom this fatisfaftion is paid ? If ro God, then God 
payesa Price to himſelf:and whar is it elfe to require and yeed no ſ4- 
cisfa&ion;chenfor one to ſatisfie himſelf? Nexr comes in-the Deny- 
er of the Decrees and free grace of God. What (fates he) ſhall we 
exhort , admoniſh, and entrear the Saints to beware of falling away 
finally, and ar the ſame time aflert rhar it is impoſſible for them ſo to 
fall ? wharJhall we ere& two contradiory Wills in God , or place 
ewo contraditoryes 1n the ſame Will, and make the Will of his Pur- 
poſe-' and Intentron run counter tothe (Will of his Approbation ? 
Hear another concerning rhe Scripture and Juſtification. What (ſajes 
the Romaniſt , relye in marters of fairh upon a private Spirit ? How 
doe you knorv this is the ſence of ſuch a Scripture ? Why by the Spi- 
rite. But how will you cry that Spirit - to be of God ?: Why by rhe 
ſcripture : xlits he explodes as a circle, and ſo detides ir. Then for Ju- 
Rificarion. How ate you Juftzfied by an imputed Righteouſneſs > Is . - 
it yours before it 18 n_——_ or not : if not (as we muſt ſay ) is this ro 
be Juſtzfied , ro have that accoumed yours, that 1s tivr yours ? Pur a» 
gain, did you ever hear of any man made rich or wiſe by imputation? 
why then Righreous or Juſt ? Now chefe ſeeming Paradoxes, arrend- 
3ng Gofpetl rourhs, cauſe men of webk- and prejudiced intelleRualls 
xo:deny them, arid in them-Chritft , being aſhamed toowne fairh fo 
much{as they think) to rhe A” of racer Reaſon, _ 
CO IPET : 2. 40C 
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* 2, The Second thing cauſing mento deny the truths of Chtifh, is 
' their , Vnprofitableneis. And no wonder if here men forſake the 
truth and aſſert incereſt. To be Pious is the way to be Poore. Truth 
' Kill gives irs followers its own Badge and Livery , a deſpiſed naked- 
'neſs. Ir is hard to maintaine the trurh , but much harder to be main- 
rained by it : could it ever yet feed , clothe , or defend irs affervors ? 
Did ever any man-quench his thirkt, or farisfie his hunger with a No- 
tion ? Did ever any one live upon Propofitions ? The Teftimony of 
Bratss concerning vertue,is the apprhenfion of moſt concerning truth: 
that ir is a Name, but lives and eftares are things , and therefore nor 
ro be thrown away upon Words. Thar we ate neither ro worſhip or 
cringe to any thing under. the Deity 1s a truth co ſtrift for a Naaman: 
he can be conrenc to worſhip the troe: God!, but:then ir muſt be in 
the houſe of Reimmon: the reaſon was m__ in his: condition , he 
was Capraine of the Hoſt , and therefore he thoughr ir reaſon good 
£0 bo.v ro Rimmon, rather then endanger his place: better Boiw,'then 
Break. Indeed fone times Providence caſts chings ſo, that truth and 
intereſt ly the ſame-way : and whenir is wrapt up in this covering 
men can be content to follow it:, to preſſe hard afrerir : bur it is as 
we purſue ſome beaſts only for theirskins :-zake of thecovering , and 
though men obtaine the rruth, they would lament the lofſe of. thar. 
As Facob wept and mourned over the torn Coat , when Joſeph was a- 
live. Ir is incredible to conſider how intereſt ourweights rruth.If a 
thing in ic ſelf be doubrfull , let ir make for intereſt and ir'{mitbe 
raiſed at leaſt into a Probable;and if a truth be cerraine, and thwart 
intereſt, ic will quickly ferch ir -down-to but a Probabiliry ; may if it 
does not carry With it an impregnable Evidence , it will goe near to 
debaſe it to a do:vn right falſity. Hov much intereſt caſts rhe Ballance 
in caſes dubious, I could give ſundry inſtances , let:one fuſfice.: And 
that concerning the unlawfulineſs of Uſury..Moſt of the-Learned men 
inthe world ſucceflively both Heathen and Chriſtian doe afſerc 
the taking of Uſe to be utterly unlawfull ; yer 'the Divines of 
the Reformed Church beyond the Seas though moſt ſevere and rigid 
in other things, doe generally affirme it to be lawfull. That the cafe 
is doubrfull and may be diſputed with plauſible arguments on either - 
fGde, we may well grant: But whar then is the reaſon that makes theſe 
- Divines ſo unanimouſly concurre in this opinion ? Indeed I ſhall noc 
affirme this robe the reaſon , bur it may ſeem ſo to many :; thar they 
receive 
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receive theit Salaryes by way of. penſion, in preſent mfg cnonny; 
and ſo have no other way to improve them; ſa that ic may be ſuſpe&- 
ed, that che change of their ſalary,would be the ſtrongeſt argument to 
change their opinion. The truth is, Intereſt is the grand mice, and 
ſpring that moves the whole Vniverſe, Ler Chriſt and rruth ſay what 
they will, if intereſt will have ir,gain muſt be Godlineſs : If t nthu- 
fiaſme is in requeſt,; learning mult be inconfiſtent with Grace, If pay 
groves ſhort, the Vniverſity :Mainrenance muſt be too great. Rather 
then Pilate will be counted Ceſars enemy,he will pronounce Chriſt in- 
nocent one hour , and condemne him the nexr.How Chriſt is made to 
cru&le under the world , and how his trurhs are denyed and ſhuffled 
with for profit and pelfe, the cleareſtproof would be by Indu&ion and 

le. Bus as it is the molt clear, ſo here it would be.the moſt un- 
pleafing: Wherefore I ſhall paſſe this over , ſince the world. is now ſo 

c this account ,-that I am afraid Inſtances would be mi- 
taken for /rveliives. - 

3» The Third Cauſe inducing men to deny Chriſt in his truths, is 
their apparenr danger. To confeſle Chriſt, is the ready way to be caſt 
our of the Synagogue. The Chuch, ir is a place of *Graves as well as 
of Worſhip and profeſſion. Td be reſolute in a Good cauſe is to bring 
uron our ſelves the puniſhments due co a Bad, Truth indeed ir. is a 
poſſeſſion of the higheſt value, and therefore ic muſt needs expoſe 
the owner to much danger. Chriſt is ſometimes pleaſed ro make the 
profeſſion of himſelf collly » and a man cannot buy the truth bur he 
mult pay down his life and his deareſt blood for ic. Chriſtianity marks 
a man out for deſtru&ion: and Chrilt ſometime chalks our. ſuch a way 
to ſalvation, rhar ſhall verifie his own ſaying, He that will ſave his life 
fhall looſe rr. The firſt ages of the Church had a more abundant expe- 
rience of this : Pawl and the reſt, what they planted by their Preach- 
ing, they watered with their blood. We know their uſage was ſuch as 
Chriſt forerold, he ſent them to Wolves;and the cor mon courſe then 
was (hriſtianos ad Leones.For a man to give his name to Chriſtianity in 
thoſe dayes,was to liſt himſelf a Martyr,&. xo bid farewell 'nor only ro 
the pleaſures bur alſo.to the hopes of this life. Neither was it a f'ngle 
gexh only.thac then arrended this: profeſſion', bur che Terror and 
ſharpneſle of # redoubled was in the manner. and ci:cumſtan;e. I bey 
hwl Perſecutors:, thoſe Invercion was as great as, their cruelty. Wir 
and milice conſpired to find our ſuch rortazes, ſuch-dexths,. apd thoſe 
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of ſuch incredible anguiſh, that only the manner of ' dying was rhe 
Punichnenr, Deirit ſelf the dehverance, To be a Martyr ſignifies 
bly to witneſs the cruvh'of Cheſt ;" bur the wieneffing of: the _rrarch 
rvas then ſo/generally atrended with this Event, that Martyrdome 
now ſignifies nor only to wigneſs, but ro witneſs by death. The word 
beides irs: own fignification importing their praQice : And fimce 
Chriftians have been freed fromHearhens,Chrifians themſetves have 
rurned Perſecutors. 'Since Rome from, Hearhen wes rurned Chriftian 
ir has improved irs perſecution into-an Inquiſition. Nov when C.hiif 
and truch are upon theſe termes, that men cannot confeſle him, bur 
upon pain? of dearh,the reafon of their Apoltacy and Deniall rs Fear, 
. men wilt be Wiſe and lerve Truth and miſeryto ſuch as love tt,they 
are reſolved to beCunning,let others run the hirard of being Sincere, 
If they mult be g004 ar ſo high a rare, they Kholv-chey may be Safe ar 
a cheaper.S; negare ſuſſiciar,jms erir Necens?If to deny Chriſt will ſave 
them,the cruth ſhall never make them guilcy,Lec Chritt and his flock 
lye open & expoſed co all weather of Perſecution , Foxes will be. ſure 
to have holes. And if ir comes ro this thar they mutt either renounce 
Religion,deny and blaſphemeChrift,or forfeit rheirlives to the fire or 
the ſivord , it is but inverting Jobs wives advice,Carſe God and live, 
3-We proceed noiy to: the- 1 hird thing , which 1s to thew , how 
firre a man may conſult his ſafety, &e* 

This he may doe Two Wayes. 

1, By withdrawing his Perſon. Martyrdome is an Heroick a&t of 
faith . An Archeivergent beyond an Ordinary pitch of it: to you ſaies 
the Spirit it x grven to ſoffer, 1 Phil. 29. Iris a peculiar additionalt 
gifr-it 18 a diſtinguiſhing excellency of degree, nor an eſsentiall con- 
ſequent of irs Nature. Be ye harwlefſe as Doves ſaies Chriſt; and iris 
as Naturall to them to rake flight upon danger , as to be Innocent - 
Lex every man rhroughly conſult che remper of his: faith , and weigh 
his courage with his feares, tis Weakneſs and his Reſolutions together, 
and take the meaſure of both, and ſee which preponderates,and if his 
_ fainrs , if his heart miſpgives and melts at the very thoughts of 
the fire, ler him flye and ſecure his own ſoul , and Chritts honour, 
Non negat Chriſtum fagiends qui ideo fugit ne negtt : He does not deny 
Chrilt by flying, who therefore fiyes that he may not deny him:Nay, 
he does nor ſo much decline, as rather chatige his Martyrdome : He 
flies from the Flame,buc repaires to a Deſare ; to poverty and bunger 
F- in 
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it's wilderneſs. © Whereas if he woul1 diſpenſe with his Conſcience, 
& Yeny his Lord;or Fvallow down two or three Contradifory oaths, 
he ſhould neirher fear the one, not be fotced to the ocher. +460, 

* 2, By concealing his judgement; A man ſonetimes is no more 
bound co (peak than to deſtroy himſelf z and as Nafiife abhors this, 
ſo Religion does not command that. Tnthe times of rhEPrimitive 
Church , when che Chriſtians divelt amotigt 'Hearhens; it is reported 
&f x certain -Mayd ; how (he came from her Farhers houſe, to one of 
the Tribunals of the Gentiles, and declared her ſelf a Chrittian , 
\pir inghe Judges face , and ſo provoked him to cauſe her to be exe- 
curedP” Bur will any ſay that this was to confeſſe Chriſt , or dye a 
Martyr? He that uncalled for, uncompeted , comes and proclaims a 
Perſecured Truth, for which he is ſure to dye , he onely dyes a Con- 
feſſour of his own folly , and a Sacrifice to his own rathneſs. Mar- 
tyrdome 1s ftampr ſuch onely by Gods command ; and hee thar ven- 
tures upon it without a Call , muſt endure ic without a Reward: 
Chriſt will ſay , who required this at your hands ? His Goſpel does 
nor dire imprudence: No Evangelical Precepr juſtles out that of a 
Lawfull ſelf-preſervation. He therefore thar thus throws himſelf up- 
on the Sword, he runs to Heaven before he is ſent for : where though 

rhaps Cheſt may in mercy receive the Man, yet he will be ſure to 
diſown the Marcyr. wo 

' And thus much concerning thoſe lawfull wayes of ſecuring our 
ſelves in rime of Perſecution ; nor as if theſe were alwates lawfull : 
For ſomevimes a man is bound to confeſſe Chriſt openly, though hee 
dyes forit; and to conceal a Truth is todeny it. Bur now ro ſhe 
 Whenit is our duty, and when unlawful to take theſe courſes,by ſome 

genetall rule of a perpetual, never-falling trath, none ever would yet 
preſume : For, as Ariſtotle ſaies , We are not to expeit Demonſtrations 
in Erhicks, or Politicks , nor to build certain rules upon the contingency of 
humane Aftions: So, in as much as out flying from Perſecution, our - 
confeffing, or concealing perſecured Truths , vary and change theit 
very nature, according to different circumſtances of time, place , and 
perſons, We cannot limit their Dire&ions within any one univerſall 

recept. You will ſxy then , How ſball we know when to confeſs ,' 
when to conceale a Treth ? when to wait for , when to decline Per- 
fecution-? Indeed the onely way rhar I think can be preſcribed'in this 
caſe, 1s to be earneſt, and importunate with God in Prayer for ſpectal 
C4 direction: 
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dire&ion * And itis not to be imagined, that he who is both fairhfull 
and mercifull , will leave a fincere ſoul in the dark upon ſuch an'9c- 
cation. ” Bur this } ſhall adde, that the Miniſters of God are nor. to 
evade, or take refuge in any of theſe ryo forementioned wayes. They 
are publique perſons : and good Skepheards mult then chiefly Rand 
cloſe* ro the Flock when the Wolf comes. For rhem to be filent in 
the Cauſe of Chriſt is to renovnce it ; and to fly,:is to deſert it. As 
for thar place urged in favour of the contrary,'in 23.v. When they 
perſecate you im this City flee into another , it proves nothing ; fot the 
Precept was particular, and concerned onely the Apoſtles ; and that 
bur for char rime in which chey were then ſent ro the Jexs , Mvhich 
time Chriſt kept chem as a reſerve for the future: For when after his 
death they were indifferently ſent both to. Jews and Gentiles, wee 
find nor this clauſe in their Commiſſion , bur they were to figne the 
Truths they preached With their blood ; as We know they a&arally 
did. And moreover, when Chriſt bids chem , being perſecuted in 
one City fly into another , it was not ( as Groti«s acutely obſerves ) 
chat they might lye hid , or bee ſecurein that Ciry., bur that there 
they mighr Preach the Goſpel : So that their flight here was not to 
ſecure their Perſons, but to continue their Buſineſs, I conclude 
therefore , that faichfull Minitters are to ſtand and endure the brunt. 
A conmon Souldier may dye, when it is the duty of him that holds 
the Standard to dye upon the place. And we have abundant of en- 
couragements {oto doe. Chriſt has ſeconded and ſweetned his com- 
mand with his promiſe: Yea the thing ir ſelf is not onely our duty , 
bur our glory. And he that has done this work , has in the very work 
partly received his wages. And were it put to my choice, ] think I 
ſhould chuſe rather with ſpitting and ſcorn to be tumbled into the 
duſt in blood , bearing witneſs to any known Truth of our dear I ord, 
now oppoſed by the Enthuſiaſts of the preſent Age,than by a denyal of 
thoſe Truths through Blood and Perjury wade to a Scepter, and Lord 
it in a Throne. And we need nor doubt , but Truth , however 
prefſed, will have ſome followers, and at length prevaile. A Chriſt, 
though Crucified, will ariſe : And as it is in the 11 Kevel. 3. The 
Witneſſes will Prophejie, though it be in Sackeloth, | 
Having thus diſpatched the third thing , 1 procee] to the fourth , 
which 1s to ſhew, what its for Chriſt to deny us before his Farhec in 
Heaven. Hitherto we have. created of mens carriage to CR 
this 
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this world ; ' we will deſcribe his carriageto them in the qther. 
Theſe, on early ko: ro the laſt Fagan, and they are a 
Summ23 cription is proceeding with men at that day. * - 
. pox: of 6s ——_— oo es - << EN 
\, 1» The Aion itſelf, He mill devy them. | 
: 2, The Circumſtance of the Ation, Hee will deny them before bis 
Father, aad the holy eAmgels, Oo , 
-. I. Concerning the firit; Chriſts denying us, is o:nerwiſe expreſſed 
in the 13 Luks 27.1 kyow you not, To Knew in Scripture language is 
to Approve ; "6d ſo not ro Know, is to Reje& and Condemne; Now 
heh, EO how many Woes are crowded into this one ſentence, Z 
will deny him ? Itis( to ſay no more) a compendious expreſſion of 
Hell, an Erernicty of To:ments compriſed in a wo:d :. it is Condem- 
nation ic ſelf , and whar is moſt of all, ir is Condemnation from che. 
mouth of a Saviour. O the inexpteſlible ho:rour that will ſeize upon 
a poor ſoul when he ſtands arraigned ar the Barre of Divige Juſtice ! 
When he ſhall look abour, and ſee his Accuſer his Judge, the Wit- 
neſſes all of them bis remorſleſs Adverſaries : The Law 1mpleading, 
Mercy and the Goſpel upbraiding him, the Devill, his grand Accu- 
ſer, drawing his Indi&ment ; numbcing his ſinnes with the greater 
exaneſs , and aggravating them with the cruellelt bitrerneſs, and 
Conſcience, like a thouſand Wirneſles, arreſting every Arricle, fly- 
ing in his face , and rending his very heart. And then after all, 
Chriſt, from wham only Mercy could be expeRed , owning the Ac- 
cuſation, Ir will be Hell enough to hear the Sentence ; the very 
Promulgation of the” Puniſhment will, be parc of che Puniſhment: 
and anticipate the Execution, J1f Peter was ſo abaſhed when Chriſt 

ve him a look after his denyall ; if there was ſo much dread in his 
ooks when he flood as Prifoner , hoy much greater will it bee when | 
he fits as a Judge ? [If jt was ſo fearfull when he looked his Denyer 
into Repentancegavhat will ir be when he ſhall look him into Deſtru- | 
Rion ? Believe ir,yvhen we ſhall hear an 'Accuſarion from an Adyo- 

e,:our | ternall doome from our Interceſſour, it will convince us 


[= a Denyall of Chriſt is ſomerhing more than a few tranſirory 


words : What trembling , whar our-cries , whar aſtoniſhment will 
there be upon the pronouncing this Sentence ! Every word \will 
come upon the ſinner like an Arrow firiking through his reines ; 'like 
Thunder that is heard, and conſumes at the ſame inſtant, Yea 1t m 
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be a Denyal wich ſcorn, with caunting exprobracions ; and tohe mi- 
ſerable wichout commiſeration , 1s the t of miſery. "He that 
falls below Pirry , can fall no lover. Could I give you a lively res 
preſentation of guilt and horrour on this hand, and paint our eternall 
| wrath, decypher erernall-vengeance on the other , then might ] ſhe 
you the condicion of a inner heating himſelf denyed by Chriſt : 
And for thoſe whom Chriſt has denyed, it will be in vaine to appeals 
to the Farher , unleſs wee can imagine, that thoſe whom Mercy has 
condemned, Juſtice will abſolve.”  . SE 
2. For the Circumiance , He will deny ns before his Father , and 
the holy «Angels. As much as God is more | comge-s char) man., ſo 
much ts ic more glorious tobe confeſſed before him, than before men t 
And ſomuch glory as there is in being confeſsed, ſo much difſhanout 
there is in being denyed. If chere could be. any room for comfort 
afcer che ſentence of Damnation, it would be this, tobe executed in 
ſecret , to periſh Unobſerved. Asir is ſome allay to the infamy of 
him thar dyed ignominiouſly, to be buried privately. Bur when'a 
mans fotty-muſt be ſpread open before Angels, and all his baſeneſs 
ript-up before thoſe pure Spirits, rhis will be a double Hell: to be 
chruft into utxer Darkneſs, onely co be puniſhed byir,wichout the bes 
nefit of being concealed. When Chrult ſhall compare himſelfpwho 


vas denyed, and _ for which he was denyed __— 'and 
parallel his-merics with a luſt , and lay Ecernicy inthe Ballance with 
attiſte, then rhe wolly of the ſinners choice ſhall be che greaceſt Ring 
of his defiru&ion. For a man ſhall not have che advantage of his 
Former Ignorance and Errour, to approve his finne: Things char ay 
peared amiable by rhe light of this world , will appear of a different 
odious hue in the clear difcoveries of the Next : As chat which ap- 
ro be of rhis colour by a dimn candle , will be found to be of 
another look'd. upon in the day. So when Chriſt ſhalt have cteared 
| gmt 1 morn mony about the value of things ; he will propoſe 
at worthy Pttre for which he was denyed : He will hold it up to 
open viey , and call upon Men and Angels : Behold, look, here is 
the thing, here's that peice of dirt, that windy applauſe, thar poor 
(rankiory pleafure , comremptible danger , for which 1 was dif- 
tonourtd , my Truchsdifovncd , and for which life, erernicy 5 and 
God bimfdf was feorned- and trampled by this ſinner : Jadge 
1 the world, whether whar he fo devote in cher life; he 
| ſerves 
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ſerves to enjoy in this ? How will the condemned finn2r then crawle 
forth , and: appear in his filch and ſhame before char undefiled , 
Tribunall, like a Toade or a Snake in a Kings preſence Chamber. 
Nothing ſo irkſome as to have ones folly diſplated before the Pru- 
dent, ones impurity-before the Pure : And: all this before that com- 
pany ſurrounding him, from which he is neither able to look off, nor 
yet to look upon. A diſgrace put upon a man in company is unſup-* 
portable : ir is heighrned according to the greatneſſe, and mulciplyed 
according to the number of the perſons that hear ir. And now as this 
circumſtance[ before his Father) fully ſpeaks the ſhame;ſo alſo ic ſpeaks 
the danger of Chriſts then denying us. For when the accuſation is 
heard,and rhe perſon flands convia, God is immediately lifting up 
his hand to inflit the eternal blow ; and when Chriſt denyes to ex- 
hibir a ranſome, to ſtep ber:veen che ſtroak then coming , and the ſin- 
ner, it muſt inevicably fall upon him , and finke his guilry ſoul into 
thar deep and bottomleſs gulph of endleſs perdition. This therefore 
is the ſumme of Chriſts denying us before his Father, viz. Unſuppor- 
table ſhame, unavoydable deſtrugion. 

I proceed now to the Vſes chat may be drawn from the Truths de- 
livered. And here(Right Honourable)nor only the preſent occaſion, 
bur even the words themſelves ſeem eminently to addrefle an Exhor- 
tation to your Honours. As for others nor to deny Chriſt, 1s openly 
ro profeſs him;ſo for you who are inveſted with Authoricy,not to deny 
him, is to defend him. Know therefore”, thas Chriſt does not onely 
defire , but demand your defence,and that in a Couble reſpe&. 

1. In reſpeR of his Truth. 2. Of his Members. 

1. He requires that you ſhould'dcfend and confeſs him in his Truth. 
Herebe it is a Tare ſometimes not to he pulled up but by rhe Civill 
Magiſtrate, The word Liberty of (onſciexce , is much abuſed for the 
defence of it, becauſe not well underſtood, Every man may have Li- 
berty of Conſcience to think and judge as he pleaſes, bur not to vent 
what he pleaſe. The reaſon is, becauſe Conſcience bounding ir ſelfe 
within the thoughts , 1s of private concernment, and the cognizance 
of theſe belong only.ro God : but when an opinion is publiſhed , IG 
concerns all rhat hear ir, and che publique is endamaged , and rhere- 
fore becomes puniſhable by che Magiſtrate, ro » hom the care of the 
publique is entruſted, Eur there is one truth thac concerns both Mi- 
niſte:y and Magiſtracy, and All: which & oppoſed by thoſe _—_ 

rm 
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firm, that ome ought to Govern mpon the Earth bat Chriſt inperſon : 
Abſurdly, as if the Powers that are, deſtroyed his; asif . a ry 
were not conſiſtent with a King ; as if there were any Oppoſition in 
Subordination. They affirm alſo, that the Wicked have no right to 
their Eſtates , but onely the Faithfull , char is, themſelves, ought ro 
poſſeſs the Earth, And it 1s not robe queſtioned , bur when rhey 
come to explaine this principle , by purring ir into execution, rhete 
will be bur fevv chat have eſtates ar preſent,bur would be eicher found, 
or made Wicked, 1 ſhall nor be fo urgent to preſs you to confeſs 
Chriſt, by afferting and owning the Truth contrary tothis, fince it 
does not only oppoſe Truth, bur Propriety , and here rodeny Chriſt, 
would be to deny your Selves, 

2. Chrift requires you ro own and defend him in his Members ; 
and amongſt theſe, the chief of them, and ſuch who moſt fall in your 
way , the Miniſters ; I ſay , that deſpiſed , abje& , oppreſſed forr of 
men, the Miniſters 3 whom the world would make Antichriſtian,and 
ſo deprive them of Heaven, and alſo ſtrip them of thar poor remain- 
der of their Maintenance , and ſo allow chem no portion upon the 
Earth, You may now ſpare that diſtinion of Scandalous Miniſters , 
when it is even made Scandalous ro be a Miniſter. And as for their 
diſcouragements in the Courts of the Lav, 1 ſhall onely note this, 
char for theſe many years laſt paſt, it has been the conſtant obſervation 
of all, thatif a Miniſter had a Cauſe depending in the Court, ir 
was ten to one bur ir went againſt im, 1 cannot believe your Law 
juftles our the Goſpel ; bur 1f it be rhus uſed ro undermine Chriſt 
in his Servants, beivare that ſuch Judgements paſſed upon them, doe 
not fetch down Gods Judgements upon the Land ; and that for ſuch 
abuſe of the Lai, Chriſt does nor in anger deprive both you and us 
of irs Vie. (My Lords) I make no doubr, hy you will meet with 
many Suires in your Courſe, in which the perſons we ſpeak of are 
concerned, as it is eafie to Prognoſticare from thoſe many worrhy Pe- 
ritions preferred againſt them,for which the well-affe&ed Peririoners 
will one day receive bur ſmall Thanks from the Court of Heaven. But 
however their Cauſes ſpeed in yourTribunals,kno'v that(hrift himſelf 
will recognize them in a greater. And then whar a different face will 
be put upon things ! When the uſurping, devouring Nimrod; of the 
World ſhall be caſt with ſcorn on the left hand : And Chriſt him- 
felf in that great Conliftory ſhall daign to ſtep down from hisThrone, 

and 
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and fingle out a poor deſpiſe] Miniſter , and as ic iere taking him by 
the hand , preſent him to , and openly thus confeſs him before his 
Farther, Father, here is a poore ſervant of mine, that for doing his 
ducy imparrially , for keeping a good conſcience , 2nd teſtifying my 
cruths in an Hypocriticall pretending age, Was wrong'd, trood: upon, 
ftripr of all : Farher,I will that there be now a diftinRion made , be- 
eween ſuch as have owned & confefled me with the loſs of the world, 
and thoſe that have denyed , perſecuted and inſulted over me : le 
will be in vain then co come and creep for mercy : and ſay,Lord , 
when did we inſult over thee ? when did we ſee thee in our Courts , 
and deſpiſed or oppreſled thee ? Chriſts reply will be then quick and 
ſharp: Verily in as much as you did ir to one of theſe little , poor, 
deſpiſed ones, ye did it unto Me. 

2. Uſe is of information,to ſhe us the danger as well as the baſe- 
neſs of a daſtardly Spiric ; inaſserring the intereſt and truth of Chriſt. 
Since Chriſt has madea Chriſtian courſe aWarfare, of all men livine, 
a Coward is the moſt unfit ro make a Chriſtian: whoſe infamy is nor 
ſo great , bur ir is ſomerimes leſs then his perill..A Coward does not 
allwayes ſcape with diſgrace , but ſomerimes alſo he loſes his life- 
wherefore ler all ſuch know , as can enlarge their conſciences like 
Hell,and call any finfull compliance ſubmiſſion, and ſtyle a Cowardly 
filence in Chriſts cauſe, diſcretion and prudence.l ſay ler them know, 
that Chriſt will one day ſcorn them, and ſpit them with their policy 
and prudence into Hell ; and then let them confult hovv polirick they 
were for a temporal! Emolument, ro throw away -Erernity. All thar 
cauſes men to deny Chriſt , itis either the Enjoyments , or the miſe- 
ries of this life: bur alaſs ac the day of Judgment all theſe will be ex- 
pired,and as One well Obſerves, what are we the bercer for pleaſure, 
or the worſe for ſorrow when it 1s paſt ? bur then finne and guilt will- 
be fill freſh, and Heaven and Hell will be then yer co Begin. If ever 
it was ſeaſonable to preach Courage in the deſpiſed , abuſed cauſe of 
Chriſt,ir is now,when his truths are Reformed into nothing,when the 
hands and hearrs of his faithfull Miniſters are weakned,& even broke, 
and his Worſhip extirpared in a mockery, that his honour may be ad- 
vanced, Well,to eſtabliſh our hearrs in dury, let us before hand pro- 
poſe to our ſelves the werſt that can happen. Should God in his judg- 
ment ſuffer England to be transformed intoa Munfter. Should the 
fairhfull be every where Maſlacred. Should che places of I earning be 

D 2 demoliſhed, 
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demoliſhed , and our Colledges reduced(not only 2s Cne in his Zeal 


would have it) to Three, but tro none. Yer afſuredly Fell is worſe 


chen all this, and this is the Portion of ſuch as deny Chriſt: wherefore 
ler our diſcouragements be what they will : lofſe of Places, lofſe of F- 
fares, loſs of Life and Relations, yer flill thi; {cnence Rands ratif ed 
in Decrerals of Heaven, Curſed be that man, that for any of theſe, ſhall 


deſert the truth , and deny bis Lord. 
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I King, 13. ch. 33, 34. V- 


Aﬀter this thing Jeroboam returntd not from his evill way, 
but made again of the loweſt of the people Prieſts of the 
High places : whoſoever would he conſecrated him, and he 
became one of the Prieſts of the High places. 


And this thing became ſin unto the houſe of Jeroboam , 
even to cut it off, and to deStroy it from off the face of the 
Earth. 


k hots Eroboam ( from the name of a perſon become the ch?- 
racer of impliety ) 1s reported to Poſterity as emt- 
F 26 nent,or rather notorious,for two things; Uſurpation of 
Government, and-Innovation of Religion. *Tis confeſ- 
X38 ſed, the former is expreſly ſaid to have been from God; 
but ſince God may Order,and Diſpoſe,what he does notApprove;and 
Uſe the wickedneſs of men while he forbids it; the defign of the Fiſt 
cauſe does not excuſe the malignity of the ſecond : And therefok 


the Advancement and Scepter of Feroboam was in thar Senſe cnc 


the work of God, in which it is ſaid, 3 Amos 6. that there is 18 evi 

in the City which the Lord has not done. Bur from his attempts upon 
the Civill Power, he proceeds to Innovate Gods Worthip ; and from 
the ſubje&ion of mens Bodies and Eftates-to enſlave their Conſcien- 
ces , as knowing thar true Religion is no freind to an unjuſt Title. 
Such was afterwards the way of £Mahomer, to the Tyrant to joyne 
the Impoſtor , and what he had got by the Sword to confirm by the 


Alcoray ; raifing his Empire upon two Pillars, Conqueſt, and Inſpi- 


ration. - . Ferohoams being thus advanced, and thinking Policy = beſt 
| | iety, 
'S 


4 
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(2) 
Piety, though indeed in nothing ever more befooled ; the nature of 
fin being not onely to defile, bur ro infatuace. In the 11. chap. and 
the 27. v. he thus argues ; Jf this people goe mp to doe Sacrifice inthe 
houſe of the Lord at Sos, then ſhall the heart of this people twrne 
again unto their Lord, even unto Rehoboam K 1g b4 udah, and they 
ſhall kill rue, and goe again unto Rehoboam King of Fudah, As if hee 
ſhould have faid. The true Worſhip of God, and the converſe of 
thoſe thar uſe it, diſpoſe men to a conſiderate,lawfull ſubje&ion. And 
therefore I mult take another courſe : my Praiſe muit not be berter 
chan my Ticle ; what was won by Force muſt be continued by Delu- 
fon. Thus fin is uſually ſeconded with (in: and a man ſeldome com- 
mirs one finne to pleaſe, bur he.commics another to defend himſelf. 
As.tis frequent for the Adulrerer to-commit Murder , to conceal the 
ſhame of his Adultery. Bur ler us ſee Feroboams politick procedure 
in the next ver. Wherenpon the King took, counſel, and made two Calves 
of Gold, and ſaid unto them, it 1s too much for you to goe up to Jeruſa- 
lem, beholdthy Gods O Iſrael. As 1f hehad made ſuch an Edi: 7 
Feroboam, by the advice of my Conncil, conſidering the great diſtance of 
the Temple, and the great charges that poor people are put to in going thi= 
ther ; as alſo the intollerable burden wi paying the firfs fruit, and tythes to 
the Prieft, have conſidered of a way that may be more eaſie , and leſſe 
burthenſome to the people, as alſo more comfortabie to the Pyieſts them- 
ſelves ; and therefore ſtriftly enjoyne , that none henceforth preſume to re- 
paire to the Temple at Feruſalem, e _— ſmce God us not tyed to any 
place or form of Worſhip ; as alſo neal the Devotion of men ts apt 
ro be clogged by ſuch Ceremomes ; therefore both for the eaſe of the peo- 
ple, as alſo for the advancement of Religion, we require and command , 
that all henceforth forth forbear going #p to Feruſalem, Quellionleſs 
theſe, and ſuch other Reafons the Impollor uſed to infinuare his de- 
vout ldolatry. And thus the Calves were ſet up, to which Oxen 
muſt be ſacrificed ; the God and the Sacrifice out of the ſame Herd. 
And becauſe Iſrael was not to returne to Egypt , Egype was brought 
back to them ; rvar is, the Egyptian way of Worſhip, the Apss , or 
Serapts, which was nathing but the Image of a Calfe , or Oxe, as is 
clear from moſt Hiſtorians, Thus Feroboam having procured his peo- 
ple gods , the next thing was to provide Prieſts. Hereufon to the 
Calves he addes a Commiſſion , for the approving , trying, and ad- 
mitring the Þ aſcality and loweſt of the people to mumnitter in char 


ſervice : 


(3) 


ſervice: ſuch as kept Cattel , with a lictle change of their Office» 
were admitted to make Oblations to them. And doubtleſs beſides 
the approbation of theſe, there was a Commiſſion alſo, to ejef? ſuch of 
the Prieſts and Levites of God, as being too Ceremoniouſly addiQed 
'to the Temple, would not ſerve To before God, nor worſhip 
his Calves for their Gold, nor approve thoſe two glittering ſins for 
any reaſon of State whatſoever, Having now perfe&ed Divine 
bang op and prepared both Gods and Prieſts : In the next place , 
chat he might the better reach his falſe Prieſts the way of their new 
Worſhip, he beginnes the Service himſelf , and ſo countenances by 
his example, what he had enjoyned by his command, in the 1.v. of 
this chapter, And Feroboam ſtood by the Altar to burne Incenſe, Burning 
of Incenſe was then the Miniſterial Office amongſt them, as Preach- 
ing is now amongſt us. So thatro repreſent you the nature of Fe- 
roboams Aion : It was, as if in a Chriſtian Nation the chief Go- 
vernour ſhould authorize and encourage all the ſcumme and refuſe of 
the people to Preach , and call them to the Miniſtry , by ufing to 
Preach, and invading the Miniſterial Fun&ion himſelf. But Fero- 
boam reſted not here, but while he was buſie in his work , and a Pro- 
pher immediately ſent by God declares againſt his Idolatry , he en- 
deavours to ſeize upon, and commit him , in the 4. v. He held forth 
kis hand from the Altar , and ſaid , lay hold of him, Thus we have 
him compleating his ſinne, and by a ſtrange Impoſition of hands per- 
ſecuting the trueProphets as wel as ordaining falſe.Bur it was a natu- - 
ral tranſition,and no wayes wonderful to ſee him that flood affronting 
God with falſe Incenſe in the right hand, perſecute with the lefr,and 
aber the Idolatry of one Arme \1th the Violence of the other, Now 
if welay all theſe things together, and conſider the parts, riſe , and 
degrees of his ſinne, we ſhall find, that it was not for nothing, thar 
the Spirit of God, ſo frequently, and bitterly in Scripture fiigmatizes 
this perſon : For it repreſents him , firſt incroaching upon the Civil 
Government, thence changing that of .the Church , debafing the 
Office that God had made ſacred ; introducing a falſe way of Wor- 
ſhip, deſtroying the right. And in this we have a full and fair de- 
ſcription of afoul thing ; rhar is, of an Uſurper, and an Impoſtor;;: 
or, to uſe one word more comprehenſive than both , of Feroboam the 
ſore of Nebat who made Iſrael to finne, I 5, 
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(4) 
From the Story and Praftiſe of Jeroboam we might gather theſe 
Obſervations. . ES 
1. That God ſometinges pumſhes a Notorious firme, by ſuffering the $11- 
xer to fall into a morſe. | 
Thus God puniſhed the Rebettion of the Iſraelites by permitting 
them to fall inro Idolatry. . | 
2+ Thereis nothing ſo abſard but may be obtyuded wpon the Vulgar un- 
der pretence of Religion, es Hs ] 
ertainly otherwiſe a Goldett Calfe conld tiever have beer made 
either rhe CbjeR, or the means of Divine Worſhip. | 
3. Six, efpecial'y that, of perverting Gods Warſhip,as it leaves a guilt 
#pon the Sol, ſo it perpetuates a blot upon the Namie. | | 
Hence nothing o frequent, as for the Spirit of God to expreſſe 
wicked, irreligious Kings , by comparing them to eAhzab of Jerobs: 
am, It bcing uſuall ro make che firſt and moſt eminent in any kirid, 
ow; gnety the Standard for Compariſon , bur alſo the Rule of Ex- 
preition. g 
Bur I ſhall infiſt onely upon the words of the Text, and whatſhall 
be drayn from thence. There are rio things in the words that may 
ſeem torequire Explication. | | 
I. What 1s meant by the High places. 
2. By the Corſetration of the Prieſts. | 
7. Concerning the High places. The uſe of theſe in the Divine 
Worſhip was generall and ancient. And as Diotryſms Vofſins olVerves 
in' his Nores upon Moſes Maimonides , tne firſt way that was ufed, 
long before Temples wereeither briſr, or thought lawfull. The rex- 
{an of this ſeemes to be, becaufe rhoſe places did not ſhut up, or con- 
fine the Immenſity of God,-as they rhought'an houſe did , and virh- 
all gave his Worſhip pers a nearer approich ro heaven by theirHeighr. 
Hence we read that Te Samaritanes worflnpped upon Mount © ere- 
2:7, 4 Joh.20.v. And Same! went upto the High place to facrifice, 
1 Sz. 9.14. And Solomon (acrificed at the High placc in $ rbeon , 
1 Kvg. 3.4. Yea the Temple ir felfe was at length built upon a 
Mount or High place, 2 Chr. 3..1. You will ſay then, Why are theſe 
places condemned ? I anſiver, that the uſe of them was not con- 
demned, as abfolnrely and alwaies unlayyfull in it ſelfe, bur onely af- 
rer the Temple wasbuilr , and rhat God had profeſſed to put his 
Name in that place, and no other :. Therefore what was lawfull in 
| the 
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the practice of Samuel and Solowon before the Temple was in being , 
was naiy deteſtable in Feroboam, fnce it was conflitured by God the 


| onely place for his Worſhip, To bring this Conſideration ro the 


times of Chriſtianity. Pecauſe the A poiles and Primitive Chriſtians 
preached in houſes, and had onely private meetings, in regard they 
were under Perſecution, and had no Churches ; this cannar jyarranc 
the pratice of rhoſe nowy adaies 5 that preferre Houſes befgre Chutr- 
ches, and a Convencicle before the Congregation. + W6 

2. For the ſecond thing, which is the Conſecration of the Prieſts, 

it ſeems to have been wee hangers co- Ordination in the Chriſtian 
Church, Tdolaters themſelves were not ſo farre gone, as to ven- 
cure upon the Prieſthood without Canſecration and a Call. To ſhew 
all che Solemnities of this would be cedious , and here ynnecefſary : 
The Hebrev word which we render to Conſecrare, fignifies to fill the 
bard, which indeed imports the manner of Conſecration, which was 
done by filling che hand : for the Prieſt cut apeice of the Sacrifice , 
and Pur it into the hands of him that was to be conſecrated ; by 
which Ceremony he. received right ro Sacrifice , and ſo Lecame a 
Prieſt. As our Ordjnation inthe Chriſtian Church , is ſaid to have 
been heretofore tranſaed by the Biſhops delivering of the Bible 
into the hands of him thar was to be ordained, whereby he received 
poiyer Miniſterially to diſpenſe the Myſteries contained in it, and 
ſo was made a Presbyter. 1hus much breifly concerning Copſe- 
CIations — 

.Thereremains nothing elſe to be explained in the words, I ſhall 
therefore noiy dra forth the ſenſe of them in theſe evo. Propo- 
{1t10ns 5 , 

I. The ſureſt meai.to ſtrengthen , Or the readieſt to ruin the Civ1ll 
Power, 18 ether to eſtabliſh, or deſtroy the Warſhip of God juthe right ex- 
erciſe of Religion. Sy, 

2. The next, and moſt effetinall way to deſtroy Religion, 35 to Embaſe 
the Teachers and Diſpenters of it. | 

Of both theſe in their order. | 

For the proſecution of rhe former we are to ſhev, 

I. The truth of the aſſertion, rhar ir is ſo. Ny 

2. The reaſon of the aflertion, why and whence it 1s ſo. 

2. For the truth of it , it is abundantly evinced from all Records 


bork of Divine and Irophane Hiſtory, in nhich be charruns may read 
| 2 | ($1 


(6) Le, 

he raine of the State in the Deſftru&ion of the Church , and that not 
only portended by it as irsSigne,bur alſo inferred from it,as its Cauſe, 

2. For the Reaſon of the point it may be drawne 

1.From the Judicial! proceeding of God the Great King of Kings, 
and ſupreme Ruler of the Vniverſe; who for his commands is indeed 
carefull, but for his Worſhip Jealous. And therefore in States notort- 
ouſly irreligious , by a ſecrer-and irrefiſtable power , countermands 


their deepeſt Projedts,ſplirs their Counſells,and ſmireg their moſt re- 


fined Policies with fruſtration and a curſe: being reſolved that the 


Kingdomes of the world ſhall fall doivn before him , either in his A- | 


doration, or their own confuſion, 
2. The reaſon of the do&rine may be drawn from the neceflary de- 
dence of the very Principles of government upon Religion. And 
this I ſhall purſue more fully. The grear Buſineſs of government is to 


procure obedience,8& keep off disobedience: & the great ſprings upon 


which thoſe two move are Rewards and Puniſhmenrs anſwering the 

two ruling affe&Rions of mans mind, Hope and Fear, For fince there is 

a naturall reluAancy berween the Judgment and the Appetite , the 

former reſpeAing what is honeſt, the latter whar 1s pleafing , which 

rwo qualifications ſeldome concurre in the ſame thing , and withall 

mans defigne in every A&tion is delight : therefore to render things 

honeſt alfo praticable,cthey mult be firſt repreſented defireable;which 

cannot be bur by propoſing honeſty cloathed. with pleaſure; and ſince 
it preſents no pleaſure to the ſenſe, it muſt be fercht from the appre- 

henſfion of a future Reward, For queſtionleſs duty moves not ſo much 

upon command as promiſe. Nov therefore rhat which propoſes the 
greateſt,and moſt ſutable rexards to obedience, & the greateſt terrors 

& puniſhments toDiſobedience,doubtleſs is the moſt Iikelyto enforce 

one', and prevent the other, ' Bur it is Religion thar does this , which 
to happineſſe and miſery joynes Eternity.-And theſe, ſuppoſing the 
Iminortaliry of che ſoul , which Philoſophy indeed conjeRures:, but 
only Religion proves,or (which is as good) perſwades; I ſay theſe two 
things, eternall happineſs & erernall miſery,meeting with a perſwaſie 
on that the ſoul is 1mmortall,are without controverſy of all others,the 
firſt the moſt defireable, & the latter the moſt horrible ro humane ap- 
prehenſion.Were it not for theſe, Civill government were not able to 
ſtand before the prevailing ſwing of corrupt nature,which would know 
no Honeſty, but Advantage,no Pury but 1n Pleaſure,nor any Law,bur 
its 
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ics own Will. Were not theſe frequently thundred into the under- 
Randings of men , the Magiſtrate might ena, order and proclaime, 
Proclamations might be hung upon Walls and Poſts , and there they 
might hang, ſeen and deſpiſed, more like MalefaRors,then Lawes:Bur 
'when Religion binds the upon the Conſcience,Conſcience will either 
rſwade or terrify men into their pratice. For pur the caſe a man 

, and that upon ſure grounds,thar he might doe an advantagious 
murder or Robbery,and nor be diſcovered,what humane lawes could 
hinder him, which he knowes cannot infli& any penalty , where they 
can make no diſcovery? But Religion aſſures him, that no fin, though 
concealed from humane eyes , can either eſcape Gods fight in this 
world , or his vengeance in the other. Pur the caſe alſo, th't men 
looked upon Death withour fear, in which ſenſe ir 1s nothing , or ar 
molt very lirtle; ceaſing while it is endured , and probably without 
Pain,for 1t ſeazes upan theViralls and benumms the ſenſes,and where 
there is no ſenſe , there can be no pain, I ſay, if while a man is ating 
his will towards fin , he ſhould alſo thus a& his reaſon , to deſpiſe 
death, where would be the terror of the Magiſtrate, who can neither 
threaten or infli any more? Hence an old MalefaRtor in his Executi- 
on, at the Gallowes made no other confeſſion bur this ; that he had 
very jocundly paſſed over his life in ſuch courſes , and he what would 
nor, for fifty yeares pleaſure, endure half an hours paine, deſerved to 
dye a worſe death then himſelf : queſtionleſſe this man was not igno- 
rant before, that there were ſuch things as lawes , affizes, and Gal- 
lowes, but had he conſidered , and beleived the Terrors of another 
world, he might probably have found a fairer paſſage our of this. 
If there was not a Miniſter in every Pariſh, you would quickly 
find cauſe to encreaſe the number of Conſtables: And if the Churches 
were not imployed to be places to hear Gods Lay , there would be 
need of them , to be Priſons for the- breakers of rhe Lawes of men. 
Hence *tis obſervable thar the tribe of Lev, had nor one Place or Por- 
tion together like the reſt of the Tribes:buc becauſe it was their office 
to diſpence Religion,they were diffuſed over all the Tribes,that they 
ighr be continually preaching to the reft , their duty ro God, which 
is he moſt effe&uall way, to diſpoſe them ro Obedience to man : for 
he that truely feares God cannax deſpiſe the Magiſtrate. Yea ſo near 
is the connexion berween the Civill fate, and rhe Religious , that 


heretofore , if you look upon well regulated, civilized, beathen Na- 
_ tions, 
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rions, you will find che Goverment and the Preiſthoad united in the 
ſame Perſon : Auins Rex idews honinums, Phabique Secerdes. Firg. 3. 
e/Er. If under the true worſhip of God . Melehnſedech king of. 
lem and Pricft of the moſt high Ged, Heb. 7. 1, And afterwards Mofes 
(whom as we acknowledge a Pious JoArheiſts themſelves will confe(s 
to have been a Wiſe Prince) he , when he took che Kingly Gover- 
ment upon himſelf , by his own choice, ſeconded by Divine infticu- 
tion,velted rhe Preiſthood in bis brother Aaron, both whoſe concern- 
ments were {o coupled , that if Nature had nor, yet cheir Religious, 
nay their civill Incereſts, ould have made them Brothers. And it was 
once the deſigne of theEmperour of Germany, Maximuianthe firſt, 
to have joyned the Popedome and the Empire rogether, and to have 
got himſelf chooſe Pope, and by that meanes derived the Papacy to 
his ſucceeding Emperors. Had he effeR&ed ir, doubtleſs there wauld 
not have been ſuch ſcuffles berween him and che Biſbop of Rem; the 
civill Intereſt of the State would not have been undermined , by an 
Adverſe Intereſt , mannaged by the ſpecious and potent prerences of 
of Religion. And to ſee even amongſt us, hoiv theſe tivo are united, 
how the former is upheld by the lacter : the Magiltrace ſomerimes 
cannot doe his on office dexterouſly , bur by aKing the Miniſter ; 
hence ir is, that Judges of Afſize find it neceflacy in their Charges,to 
uſe pathericall diſcourſes of Conſcience , and if ic were not for the 
ſway of this , they would often loſe the beſt Evidence in the world 
againſt MalefaRors , which 1s Confeflion : for no man would confeſs 
and be Hanged here,bur to avoid beingDamned hereafrer. Thus Ihave 
in genertall ſhewn the utter inability of che Magiſtrate to attain the 
End of Goverment, without the Aid of Religion, Bur ic may be here 
replyed, that —_—_—_ not at all moved with arguments drawn from 
hence, or with che happy or miſerable ſtare of the Soul after death, 
& therefore this availes little ro procute obedience,and conſequent! 
£o advance. Goverment.I anſiver by conceſſion : thar this is true of 
Picures, Arheifts,& ſome pretended Philoſophers, who have ſtifled the 
Notions ofa Deity,and the Souls tmmortality;bur the Unprepoſſeſſed 
on the one hand;and the Well diſpoſed on the other, who both Loge- 
rher make much/the major part of the world,are very apt-to be affeRed 
with a due fear of _ things: -& Religion —— ſelf ro the 
Generaliry, though nor: ro every rucular remper, ſufheiently ſecures 
remanent Sina anc ortalls according.to he Behavi- 
our of the Multicude. And whatſoever Conſcience makes the Gene- 
/ ralit» 
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ralicy obey4to that Prudence will make the reſt conforme.Whereſore, 
having proved the dependance of Govertimient upen Religion , 
J ſhall now demonſitare , That che ſafety of Corernement de- 
pends upon the Truch of. Religion, Falſe Religion is in its na- 
ture the greateſt bane and deſtruRion to Religion 1h the world. 
The reaſon 15, becauſe wharſoever is Falſe,is alſo Weak. Ems and Ve- 
m8 in Philoſophy ate the ſame ; and ſo'much as any Religion has of 
Falfity , it loſes of firetigth and exiſtefice. Falſity it gains Authoriry 
onely from Ignorance, and therefore is in danger tobe known ; for 
from Being falſe, the next immediate ſtep is to be Known to be ſuch, 
And What prejudice this would be ro the Civill Government , is ap- 
parent , if men ſhould be awed into Obedience, and affrighred from 
tin by Rewards 2nd Puniſhments, propoſed to them in ſuch a Religi- 
en, Which afterwards ſhould be dereed; and fornd a meere Falfinie , 
and Cheit ? For if one paft be bur found to be falſe, it will make the 
whoſe ſuſpicious. And men will then not onely caſt off Obedience to 
che Civill Magiſtrate , but rhey will doe it with diſdaine and rage , 
that they have been deceived ſo long , arid brought to doe that our of 
Conſcience which was impoſed upon them out of Deſigne: For 
though men are ofren willingly deceived, yet (tiH ir muſt be under an 
Optnion of being inftruQed;though they love theDeception,yet they 
mortally hare it under that :ppearince : Therefore it is no wayes ſafe 
for a Magiſtrare,vvho is ro build his Nominion upon the Fears of men, 
co buifd thoſe fears upon a falſe Pelieion. *Tis not ro be doubted , 
bor rhe abfurdity of Jerabeamms Calves , made many Tſraelires rurne 
ſubje&sto Rehobdams (Government, thir they _ be Profelyres to 
his Religion, Herein the Weakneffe of the Turkiſh Religion ap+ 
pears, that ir urges Cbedience upon the promiſe of ſuch abſurd Ke- 
wards, as that afrer death rhey ſhould have Palaces, Gardens, Beauri- 
fill Women, with all the Luxury that could be: as if rhoſe things 
that were the occafions, and incentives of f{:n in this world, could be 
the rewards of Folinefſe in the Other, Peſtdes many other inventi- 
ons, falſe, and abſurd, rhat are like ſo many chincks and holes ro difſ- 
cover the rotteneſſe of the whole Fabrick , when God ſhall be plex- 
ſed to give light to diſcover , and open their reaforis ro-diſcern them. 
Fur you will ſay , What Government more ſire and abſoluce than 
the Turkiſh, and yet what Religion morefalſe? Therefore certainly 
' Governmenit may ſtand ſure and] frong, be the Religion profeſſed ne- 
ver 
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ver ſo abſurd.I anſwer,that it may doe ſo indeed by Accident,through 
the ſtrange peculiar remper, and u_ ignorance of a people ; as we 
ſee it happens in the Turks, the beſt part of whoſe Policy, ſuppoſing 
the Abſurdiry of their Religion, is this,” that they prohibit ſchookes 
of Learning ; for this hinders Knowledge, and Diſputes, which ſuch 
a Religion would not bear. But ſuppoſe wee, that the Learning of 
theſe Weſtern Nations were-as great there as here , and the Alcoran 
as common to them as the Bible ro us, that they might haye free re- 
courſe to ſearch and examine the flawes and follies of it ; and withall 
that they were of as inquiſitive a temper as we: And who knows, 
bur as there are viciſſitudes 1n the Government , ſo there may happen 
che ſame alſo in the temper of a Nation. If this ſhould cone to paſs, 
where would be their Religion > And then let every one judge , 
whether the Arcana imperii, and Religioms would not fall rogerher. 
They have begun to gortter already; for, Mahomer, having promiſed to 
come, and viſit his Followers , and tranſlate them ro Paradiſe after a 
thouſand years , this being expired, many of the Perſians beganne ta 
doubt and ſmell the chear, rill the Mufti or cheif Prieſt told chem , 
that it was a miſtake in the figure, and aſſured them , that upon more 


diligent ſurvey of the Records , hee found it rwo thouſand inſtead 


of one. Whenthis is expired , perhaps they will not be able to re- 
new the Fallacy. I ay therefore, that though this Government 
continues firme in the Exerciſe of a falſe Religion, yet this is by ac- 
cident, rhrough the preſent genius of the people, which may change; 
bur this does not prove, bur that the Nature of ſuch a Religion ( of 
which we onely now ſpeak ) tends to ſubvert and betray the Civill 
Power. Hence Machiavel himſelf, in his Animadverſions upon Ls- 
y, makes it appear , that the Weaknefle of 7raly , which was once 
fo tirong, was cauſed by the corrupt praiſes of the Papacy , in de- 
pr and miſuſing Religion to thar purpoſe , which he , chough 

imſelf a Papiſt, ſayes could not have hapned , had the Chriſtian 
Religion been kept in its firſt, and native ſimplicity. Thus much may 
ſuffice for the clearing of the firſt Propoſition, 

The Inferences from hence are two. 

I. If Government depends upon Religion , then this ſhews the 
peſtilencjal defign of thoſe that attempt ro disjoyn the Civil and Ec- 
clehaſtical Intereſts, ſerring the latter wholly out of the Tuition of 
the former, Bur 'tis clear chat the Fanaticks know no other ſtep » 
the 
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che Magiliracy bur through the ruin of the:Miniſtry.” There is a great 
Analozy between the Body Natural and Potitick ; in whith the Ec- 
clefhaſtical or Spiricual part , juſtly ſupplyes the part of rhe ſoul; and 
rhe violent ſeparation of this from the other, .does as certainly infer 
dearh & diſſolution, as the disjunRion' of the body and the ſoul in the 
Narural;for when this once deparrs,it lerves the Body of the Comon+ 
wealth/a-carcaſs,hoyſom, 1nd expoſed'to be devoured by Birds of Prey. 
The Miniſtery will be one day found according to Chrifts word , the 
ſalt of the earth,the only thing that keeps Societies of men from ftench 
and corruption. Theſe two Intereſts are of that-narure,rhar 'ris to be 
feared they cannot be divided , bur they. will alfo prove oppoire ; 
and not reſting in a bare diverlity, quickly riſe into a Contrariery : 
Theſe ro are to the State, what the Elements of Fire and Water 
ro the Body, which unired compoſe, ſeparared deſtroy ir: Iam not 
of the Papiſts Opinion, who would make the Spiritual above the Ci- 
vill State in power as well as dignity, but rather ſubjeR ir ro the Ci- 
vill; yer thus much I dare afhcm, thar the Civill , which is ſuperi- 
our, is upheld and kept in being by the Ecclehaſticall and inferiour ; 
as it 1s in a Building, where the upper parr is ſupported by the lower; 
the Church reſembling the Foundation, which indeed is the loweſt 
Part, bur rhe moit confiderable. The Magiltracy cannot ſo much pro- 
re& che Miniſtery, bur the Minitters may doe more in ſerving the 
Maziſtrate, A taſt of which truth you may take from rhe Holy War, 
to Which how falt and eagerly did men goe , when the Prieſts perſiva- 
ded them, that whoever dyed in that Expedition was a Martyr ? 
Thoſe thar will not be convinced whar a help this 1s to the Magittra- 
cy , would find hovv conliderable it is, if they ſhould chance to claſh, 
rhis would cercainly eat our the other. For the Magiſtrate cannor 
urge obedience upon ſuch potent grounds, as the Minifter , if ſo di- 
ſpoſed, can urge diſobedience. As for inftance, if my (overnour 
ſhould command me ro doe a'thing , or 1 muſt dye ,or forfeit my E- 
ſtare ; andthe Miniſter ſteps in, and tells me, thar I offend God,and 
ruine my ſoul, if I obey that. command ; ic's eahe to ſee a greater 
force in this perſwaſion from the advantage of irs ground. And if 
Divines once begin to curſe Heros , we ſhall ſee that Levi can uſe the 
Sword-as well as S:#eon ; and although Mintfters doe not handle, 
yer they can employ ir. This ſhes the imprudence, as.1vell as the 


danger of the Civil Maziftrates exaſperating thoſe that can fire mens 
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conſciences againſt him, and'arme his Fnemies wich Religion : For L 
have read heretofore of ſome, that having conceived an irreconcileable 
hatred of che Civil M-giltrate, prevailed with men ſo farre , that 
they went to reii{t him even our of conſcience , and a full perſivation 
and dread upon their ſpirirs , thar not to doe it were to deſert God , 
and conſequently to incurre damnation. Now when mens. rage is 
both heightned and ſanRified by Conſcience, rhe War will be fierce; 
for what 1s done out of Conſcience, is done with the urmoſt Adtuviry. 
And then Campanella's Speech to the King of Spain will bee found 
rrue, Keligio ſemper vicit, preſertim Armata: Which ſentence deſerves 
- ſeriouſly ro be caFens, |. all Governours, and timely to be under- 

ſtood,leſtir cones to be Felt. | | | 
2. If rhe ſafery of Government is founded upon the truth of Re- 
Iigion, then this ? wks the danger of 'any thing that may make even 
the true Religion ſuſpeRed to he falſe. To be falſe,and to be thought 
falſe, is all one in reſpe& of men , who & not according to Truth , 
bur Apprehenſion. As on the contrary, a falſe Religion, while appre- 
hended rrue, has the force and efficacy of truth, Now there is no- 
thing more apt to induce men to a futpition of any Religion , than 
f-equent innovation and change : For ſince the object of Religion , 
God, the ſubje& of ir, the ſoul of min, and rhe buſ.nefle of it, t ruth, 
is alwayes one and the ſame : Variety and Novelty is a juſt preſum- 
ption of Falfity : Ir argues ſickneſs and diftemper in the minde, as 
well as in the body, when a man 1s continually turning and tof{ng 
from one {ide to the other, The wiſe Rom-ns ever dreaded the lcatt 
Innovation in Religion : Hen:e we find the advice of Mecanas to 
eAngauſius Ceſar in Dion Caſsins in the 52 Pook, where hee counſels 
him to derelt, and perſecute all Innovators of divine Worſhip, nor 
onely as contemners of the Gods , bur as the moſt pernicious diſtur- 
bers of the Stare: For when men venture-to make changes in things 
| ſacred , it argues great boldneſs wich God, and this naturally imports 
lictle belief of htm : which if the people once perceive , they will 
rake their Creed alſo, not from the Magiſtrates Law, but his example. 
Hence in Erg/axd, where Religion has been (till Purifying, and here- 
upon almoſt alwaies in the Fire and rhe Furnace; Atheilis, and Irceli- 
S1ous perſons have took no ſmall advantage from our changes. For 
in King Eaward the fixts time , the Divine Worſhip was twice 
akered in two new Licurgies. In the hiſt of Queen ©A/ary, the on 
reſtant 
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reſtant Religion wasperſecuted with Fire and Faggot , by Law and 
publick counſel, of the ſame. perſons, who had ſo lately eſtabliſhed 
it. Upon the coming in of Queen El;zzabeth, Religion was changed 
again, and Within a few dates the publick Council of the Nation 
made it death for a Prielt to convert any man to that Religion,which 
before wirh ſo much eagemeſs of Zeal had been reſtored. Sothar it 
1s obſerved by an Author , that in the ſpace of twelve years there 
were four changes about Religiga-made inZ»gland,8 that by the pvb- 
lick Councill, and Authority of. the Realm , which were more than - 
were made by any Chriſtian Rare throughour the world in- fifteen 
hunared _ before. Hence it is that the Fnemies of God take oc- 
cal:qn to blafpheme, and call our Religion Statiſme : and now adding 
to che former, thoſe many changes that have hapned ſince, iam zfraid 
we ſhall never be able to claw off that name. Nor, though we may 
ſarisfie our own conſciences in what we profeſle , to repell and cleare 
off the objeRions of the rational world abour us, wiich not being in- 
cerelted in our Changes as we are,will not judge of them as we judge: 
but debate them by 1mparriall Reaſon , by the Nature of the thing , 
che generall PraRiſe of rhe Church; againſt which New Lights, ſud- 
dain Impulſes of the Spirit, Extraordinary (alls, will be bur weak ar- 
guments to prove any thing but the madnefle of thoſe thar uſe them, 
and thar the Church muſt needs wither , being b/afted with Infprrar i- 
on, We ſee therefore how fatall and ridiculous Innovations in the 
Chutch are: And indeed when Changes are ſo frequent, it is nor 
properly Religion, bur Faſhion. This ] think we may build upon as 
a ſureground , that where there is continuall Change, there is Un- 
certainty, and Uncerrainty in Religion, is a ſuſficient reaſon, if not to 
deny, yet to doubt of irs Truth. | 
| Thus much for the firſt DoRrine , ] proceed nov to the ſecond, 

U'z, That the next , and moſt efſetinall way to deſiroy Religion, 15 to 
Embaſe the Teathers aud Diſpencers of it, In the handling of this 
} ſhall ſhew, 

1. How the Diſpenſers of Religion , the Minifters of the Word 
are embaſed or rendred vile | 

2. How the Embafing or Vilifying them is a mezns to deſtroy Re- 
ligion, | | 
1, For the firſt of theſe, the Miniſters and Diſfencers of the Word 
1c rendred baſe or vile rwo wales, Ns: 
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\ 1, By develting them of all Temporall Priviledges, and Advan- 
Lages, as inconliſtent with their Calling, Ir 1s range ince the Prieſts 
Oithce hererotore was alvaies Splendid, and almolt Regall, that ic 18 
nov looked upon as a piece of Religion, to make it lov and ſordid. 
So thar the uſe of the word AMimfter is brought dovn to the fignifica- 
Lion Of 1t,a Servant:for nov to ſerve and to mimſter,ſervile and miniſte- 
riall, are termes equivalent, But in the Old Teltament the ſame word 
bgnubes a Prieſt, and a Prince, or cheif 'Ryler: hence , though wee 
cranſlan{lace it Prieſt of On, 41 Gen. 45. and Prieſt of Midian, 3 
Exod. 1, ani, as it is with the People ſo with the Prieft , 24 Iſa.n. Ju- 
nius and Tremelins render all theſe places not by Sacerdes, Prieſt, bur 
by Preſes, that is, a Pcince, or at leaſt a chief Counſellour , or Mi- 
nilter of Stare, And its ſtrange , that the Name ſhould be the 
ſame, when the Nature of the thing is 10 exceeding different. The 
like alſo miy be obſervel in other Linguages, that: che molt Hluftri- 
ous Tirles are derived fron things Sacred,and belonging ro the Ware 
thip of GoJ. Sifar@ it was the Title of the Chrilwan («ſars , 
correſpondent to the Latine Awguſ?us , and it 15 derived from the 
ſame word that oiC=qua,c w/txs,ves [acra, of ſacri ficrum, And it is uſuall 
in our Language to make Sacred,an Eptthere ro Aſa eſt; there was a 
cectaine Royalty in things Sacred. - Hence che Apottle ,who ] rhinke 
was no Enemy to the hmplicity of the Goſpel , ſperks of a Koyall 
Prieſthood, 1 Pet.2.9. which ſhews at leaſt, that there is no concra- 
dition or impiery in thoſe rearmes. In OW rinebefoce rhe placing 
this oſhce onely in the Line of Aaron, the Head of the Family,and the 
Firlt-borne offered Sacrifice for the reſt,-that ts, was their Prieſt; Arn 
we know char ſuch Rule and Dignity belonged at firft to the Maftes; 
of Families, that that they had Fs vite & meets ,, juriſdiftion and 
power of Lite and Death in their own Family , and from hence was 
derived the Beginning of Kingly Government ; a King being anety 
a Civill Head, or Maſter of a Policick Family , the whole People ; {© 
that we ſee the ſame was the Foundation of the Royall and Sacerdo- 
tall Dignity. As for the Dignity of rhis Ofhce among the Jews, ir 
'3 ſo pregnntly ſer forth in Holy Writ , that it is Unqueſhonable. 
Xings and Prieſts are ſtill mentioned rogether, in the 2 Lamen.6. The 
Lord hath diſpiſe4 in the indignation of bis Anger , the King and the 
Prieſt, 5 Hoſea 2, Hear O Prieſts, and give ear O houſe of the King. 
17 Deu:. 12. eAnd the man that does preſnnopriue uſly , and will not 
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bearken unto the Prieſt that ſanceth there to m;nifler before the Lord thy 
God, or unto theF udge, even that man ſpall dye.. Hence Pasl, together 
with a blow, received this Reprehenfion, A.5.4. Revileſt thox Gods 
High Prieſt > And Paul in the next verſe does nor defend himſelfe, 
by pleading an extraordinary Motion of the Spirit , or that hee was 
ſent to Reforme the Church, and might theretore lawfully vilifie the 
Prietthood, and all Sacred Orders ; but inthe 5. v. he makes an ex- 
cuſe, and that from Ignorance, the onely thing that could take away 
the fault; namely,that he knew not that he was the High-Prieſt,avd' ſub- 
zoines a reaſon which further advances the Truth here defended : 
For it is written thog ſhalt nat ſpeak evil of the Ruler of thy people. To 
Holy Writ we might adde the Teſtimony of Joſephns of next Autho- 
rity to it in things concerning the Jews , who in ſundry places of tis 
tiftory, ſers forth the Dignity of the Pricfls, and in his ſecond Book 
againlt Appron the Grammarian, he has theſe words, wraws 5% dpgir 
0Cnlepivrur ings at &r inqois t]d noe, the Prictls were conllicuted 
Judges of all doubrfull cauſes. Hence Juflire alſo in his 36 Booke 
has this, Semper apud Tudess mos fuit, ut Eoſdem Reges & Sacerdo- 
tes, haberen : though this 1s falſe,chat they were alywaies ſo, yet it ar- 
£ucs that they were ſo frequently,an t that the diſtance berween rhem 
ws rotgren, TJothe Jews ve may joyne the Feypriins , the fift 
Maſters of Lening and Philoſophy, Syneſus in his 57 Tpiſt, ho- 
ving ſhewen the generall Praiſe of Antiquity, 5 mae yeiv©@ nveſ- 
xs 7 a#res juphay]e x; xp1)ds, gives an inflance in the Jews and F- 
gyptians, who for a many Ages, var o/ igghor sbaC1arySromy, had no 
orher Kings bur Pricfts. Next we may take a view of the Practiſe of 
the Romans : Nama Pompilizes, that civilized the fierce Rowars , 18 
reported in the 1, Book of Livy, ſomerimes to have Performed the 
Prieſts Office himſelf, Tum Sacetdotibus creardis animum ad;ecir, 
quamquan ipſe plurima ſacra obibat, but when he made Prieſts , hee 
gave them a dipnity almoſt the ſame with himſelf, And this honour 
continued rogether with the Valour and Prudence of that Nation. 
For the Succeſs of theRomans did nor extirpate there Religion. The 
Colledee of thePrieſts being in many things exempted even from rhe 
Juriſdiion of the Senare,afrerwards the Supream Power. Fence Ju- 
venal in his 2.Sat. mentions the Prieſthood of Mars,as one of the moſt 
Honourable plices in Rome. And Jul.Ceſar who was choſe Prieftin-his 
minority,chought it not below him to continue the ſame Office v hen 

; he 
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he was Created abſolute Governour of Rome under the name of Per- 
peruall DiRaror. Adde to theſe rhe Pratiſe of the Gau/es mentio- 
ned by Ceſar in his 6. Book de Bello Gallice, where he faies of the 
Druides, who were their Prieſts, that they did judge de omnibus fere 
comtrover ſis publicis privatiſque, See alſo Homer in the 2, Book 
of -his 1/:ads repreſenting Chryſes the Prieſt of Apollowith his Golden 
Scepter, as well as his Golden Cenſer. Bur why hive I produced 
all theſe examples of the Hearhens ? Is it co make theſe a ground of 
our Imitation ? No , bur to ſhevv, that the ving honour to the 
Prieſthood, was a cultome Univerſall amongſt all civilized Nations: 
And whatſoever is Univerſal, 1s alſo Naturall , as not being founded 
upon compaR, or rhe particular humours of men , bur flowing from 
the Native reſults of Reaſon: and that which 1s Natural, neither docs 
nor can oppoſe Religion. Bur you will ſay, this concernes not us, who 
have an expreſſe Rule and Word revealed. Chriſt was himſelf poor 
and deſpiſed, and wirhall has inſticuced ſuch a Miniftery, To the firſt 
part of this Plea I anſwer ; That Chriſt came to ſuffer, yer the ſuffer- 
ings and miſeries of Chriſt,does not: oblige all Chriſtians co underrake 
the like. For the ſecond, That rhe Mimiſtery of Chriſt was low,and de- 
ſpiſed by his Inſticurion, I utterly deny. It was ſo indeed by the 
malice and perſecution of the Heathen Princes , but what does this 
argue or inferre for a low, dejeted Miniſtery in a flouriſhing State , 
which profeſles to encourage Chriſtianity ? -Bur to daſh rhis cavill, 
read bur the praRiſe of Chriſtian Emperours and Kings all along down 
from the time of Conſtantine, in what reſpe&, what honour and ſplen- 
dour they treared the Miniſters , and then ler our adverſaries produce 
cheir puny , pirrifull Arguments for the contrary , againſt the ge- 
wiced, clear, undoubred vogue and current of all Antiquity, As 
for rwo or three little Countries about us, the Learned and imparriall 
will not value their praRtice ; in one of which places the Miniſter 
has been ſeen, for meer want to mend ſhooes on the Saturday , and 
been heard to preach on the Sunday, Inthe other place , Rating the 
ſeverall orders of the Citizens, they place their Miniſters after their 
Apothecaries : that is, the Phyſician of rhe Soul after the Drugſter 
of rhe Body : a fit praftice for thoſe , who if they were to ranck 
Things as well as Perſons , would place their Religion after their 
Trade. 
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And thus much concerning the firſt way of Debaſing the Miniſters 
and Miniſtery. 

2. The ſecond way is by admitting Ignorant , Sordid, l1licerate 
perſons to this Fun&tion. This is to give the Royall ttamp to apiece 
of Lead. I confeſſe,God has no need of any mans Parrs, or Learning ; 
bur certainly chen, he has much leſſe need of | his Ignorance , and 111 
Behaviour, Ir is a ſad thing when all other Employmencs ſhalt enr 
pry themſelves into the Mimitery : When men ſhall repair to ir, nor 
tor Prefermenc , bur Refuge ; like MalefaQtors , flying tothe Altar 
onely to ſave their lives ;- or hke thoſe of Ely's Race, 1 Sam. 2. 36. 
that thould come crouching , and ſcek to be put imothe Prieſts Of- 
fice, thar rhey might eat a piece of Bread. Hercrofore there was 
required ſplendour of Parentage to recommend any one to the Priett- 
hood, as Joſephus wicnEfles in a Treatiſe that he wrote of his ovwne 
Life ; where he ſayes, to have right to deale in things Sacred, was a- 
monglt rhem accounted an argument of a Noble and Itluftrious De» 
ſcenc, God would not accept the Offalls of other Profeſſions. Doubr- 
lefſe miny rezeted Chrift, upon this rhought ; rhar tie was the Car- 
pencters *onne , Who would have embraced him, had they known him 
to have been the Sonne of David, T he preferring undeſerving per- 
ſons to this great ſe. vice, was eminently Jeroboams Sin ; and how 
Jeroboams practiſe and offence has been continued amoneft us in ano- 
ther guiſe, 1s not unknown # For has not Learning unqualified men 
for Approbarion to the Minittery ? Has nor Parts and Abilities been 
rex uted F nerves to Grage, and Quahrtics no wayes Mimdteriall ? 
W.hiles Friends, Faction, Well-meamng , and lictle Underſtanding, 
have been Accompliſhments beyond Study and the Univerfiry ; and 
to falſihe a tory of Converſion, beyond pertinent Anſwers and clear 
Reſolutions to the hrdeſt and mol concerning Queſtions. So that 
matters have been brought to this patle, that if a man amonefſt his 
Sonnes had any blind , or disfigured , he laid him afide for rhe Mi- 
niſtery, and ſuch an one was preſently approved , as having a morrr- 

fied Conntenance, In ſhort, 1t was a fierie Furnace, that often ap- 
proved Drofle, and rejefed Gold. Bur thanks be to God , thoſe Sp:- 
rituall Wickedreſſes are now diſcharged from their high places, 
Hence ir was, that many ruſhed mro the Miniſtery, as being the onely 
Calling that they could profeſs , withour ſerving an Apprenttſhip. 
Hence alſo we have had thoſe that coutd Preach Sermons, bur nor oy 
fen 
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fend them. The reaſon of which is clear, becauſe the Works and Wri- 
tings of Learned men might be borrowed , bur not their Abilities, 
Had indeed the Old Levincall Hierarchy fil continued, in which ic 
was part of the Miniſterial Othce to flay the Sacrifices, to cleanſe the 
Veſlels, to ſcoure the Fleth-forks , to {veep the Temple , and carry 
the filch and rubbiſh ro the Brook Kidroy. no perſoris living had been 
fitter for the Miniſtery , and to. ferve in this nature at the Altar, 
Bur fince it is made a labour of the mind 5 as to inform mens jadge- 
ments , and move their atteRions, co reſolve difficulc places of Scri- 
prure, to decide and clear off Controverſies , I cannot ſee hovy to be 
a Butcher, Scavinger, or any other ſuch Trade , does at all qualifie,or 
prepare men for £luts work. Bur as unfit as they were, yet t6 clear 
a Way for ſuch into the Mimiftery, wee have had almoſt all Sermons 
full of gibes and (cofts ar Humane Learning. Away wich vain Phi- 
loſophy, with the d;ſputer of this world, and the enticing words of mans 
wiſdome , and ſet up the fooliſhmeſſe of Preaching , the ſimplicity of 
the Goſpel : Thus Divinity has been brought in upon the ruines- of 
Humamty; by forcing the Words of the 'Scriprure from the 'ſenſe, 
and. rhen haling'them co the worſt of Drudgeries, to ſer a Jus Dins- 
»wm upon Ignorance and ImperfeRion , and recommend Naturall 
Weakneſs for Supernaturall Grace, Hereupon the Ignorant have 
rook heart to venture upon this great Calling , and inſtead of cutting 
their way to ic, according to the uſuall courſe , through the Kno v- 
ledee of the Tongues, the Study of Philoſophy, School-diviniry, the 
Fathers and Councils,they have taken anocher,and a ſhorter Cur,and * 
having read perhaps a Treatiſe or two «por the heart, the braiſed Reed, 
the- Crums of Comfort, Wollebins in Engliſh, and ſome ſuch other lirrle 
Authors, the uſuall Furniture of Old Womens Cloſets, they have 
ſer forth as accompliſhed Divines, and forthwith they preſent them- 
ſelves ro the Service ; and there has nor been waming Jeroboams, as 
willing to conſecrare, and receive them, as they to offer themſelves. 
And this has been one of the moſt farall , and almoſt irrecoverable 
blo:vs thar has been given to the Miniſtery, 
And this may ſuſhce concerning rhe ſecond way of Embaſing 
(o6s Miniſters ; namely, by entrulting the Miniltery withraw, un- 
learned, ill-bred Perſons, fo rhat whar Sol omon ſpeaks of a Proverb in 
che mourh of a Fool, che ſame may be ſaid of the Miniftery veſted in 
them, that it is like a Pearle in a > Fo ſnout, 
I 
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I proceed now to the ſecond thing Propoſed in theDiſcuſſion of this 
DoArine, which is to ſhew, how the Embaſing of the Miniſters tend 
ro the defiruRtion of Religion. 

This it does tio wayes. 

I, Becauſe it brings them under exceeding {corn and contempt ; 
and then ler none think Religion it ſelf ſecure : For the Vulgar have 
not ſuch Logicall heads as to be able ro Abftrak ; ſuch ſubrile 
conceptions, as to ſeparate the Man from the Miniſter, or to conſider 
the ſame yn er adouble capacity , and ſo honour him as a 
Divine, while they deſpiſe him as a Poor Bur ſuppoſe they could , 
yet Agﬀions cannor diſtinguiſh as Conceprions doe, and therefore e- 
very A& of Contempt ir ſtrikes both , and unavoydably wounds the 
Miniſtery through the ſides of the Miniſter. And wee muſt know , 
that the leaſt degree of Conrempt weakens Religion, becauſe ir is ab- 
ſolucely contrary to the nature of it, Religion properly conſiſting in 
a Reverentiall Eſteem of things Sacred. Nov that which in any mea- 
ſure weakens Religion will at lengrh deſtroy ic - For the weaknin 
of a thing is onely a partiall deſtruion of ir. Poverty and ——_— 
of condition ir expoles the Wiſeſt to ſcorn ; it being naturall ſor 
men to place their efteem, rather upon things Great than Good ; 
and the Poer obſerves that this/yfelix & Pawpertas has nothing in it 
more intolerable than this , that it renders men Ridiculous. And 
then how eaſie and naturall ic is for Conternpt to paſſe from the Per- 
fon to the Office, from him that ſpeaks, tothe thing char he ſpeaks of, 
Experience proves. Gounſell being ſeldome valued ſo much for the 
Truth of che thing , as the Credit of him that gives ic. Obſerve an 
excellenc paſlage to rhis purpoſe in the 9 Eccl.14.15. Wee have an 
account of a lictle Ciry with few men in ir, beſieged by a Great and 
Pocenc King , mdincn I 5.%.We read , that there was fonnd in it 4 

poor Wiſe man, ani be by bis Wiſdome delivered the City. A worthy 
ſervice indeed,and certatnly we may expe& that ſome honourable Re- 
ce ſhould follow it;a Deliverer of his Country,and that in ſuch 
diftrefſe, could not bur be advanced : bur we finde a contrary event 
in che next words of the ſame verſe, Tet none remembred that ſane 
poer may ? Why ? what ſhould be the reaſon? Was he not aman 
of parts and Wiſdome ? and is not Wiſdome honourable ? Yes , bur 
he was poor : Bur was he not alſo ſuccesfull as well as wiſe ? True 
bur till be was peor: And once grant RE you cannot. keep off thac 
up- 
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un voydable ſequel in the next verſe , TFe poor mans wifdowse 15 de- 
ſpiſed, a:& his wo d: are no: heard, Wee may believe ic upon So/o- 
mons Word, \\no Wis Rich, as well as Wiſe, and therefore knew rhe 
force of bo:h : and probably had it not been for his Riches, the 
Queen of Sheba would never have came fo farre onely to have heard 
his Wiſdome. Obſerve her behaviour when ſhe came. Though up- 
on the hearing of Solomons Wiſdome , and the reſolution of her hard 

ueſtions ſhe expreſſed a jult admiration, yer when Solowen after- 
ward ſhevy her his Palace, his Treaſures , and the Temple which hee 
had builr, 1 Kirg. 10.6.5.v. it is ſaid , there was mo more ſpirit in her. 
Whar was the cauſe of this ? certainly the magmficence, the pomp 
and ſplendour of ſuch a ' Structure + it ſtruck her into an Extily. be- 
yond his wiſe Anſwers. She eſteetned this as much above'his Wiſe 
dome, as Aftoniſhment is beyond bre Admiration. She admired 
his Wiſdom, bur ſhe adored his Magnificence. £6 apt is the mind, e- 
ven of Wiſeperſons, to be ſurpriſed with rhe ſuperficies, of circum- 
Kance of things, and value , or utdervalue Spiricuals , accotding to 
the manner of their Externilt Appearance. When Citcutnſtahces 
faile, the ſubſtance ſeldome long furvives ; Cloathes are no parr of 
the Body, yer take aivay cloathes, and the Body will dye! Livy 
obſerves of Remulns, that being to give Laws to his new Ro- 
mans, he found no better way to procure an eſteem and tevertwe 
to them, bur by firtt procuring it ro hirmſelfe, by ſplendovr of Habir 
and Rerinue , and other fgnes of Royalty. Ard the wife Nun, his 
ſucceſſor took the ſame courſe to enforce his Rel igtousEaws,namely, 
by giving the ſame Pomp to the Prieſt who was to difpenſe ther 
Sacerdo.em cream , inſigmque eum Veite , & Curali Regia ſolla ador= 
»avit, That is, he adorned him wirh a rich Robe, and a royall Chair 
of State, Andin our Judicarures take away the Trumper, rhe Scare 
fer, the Arrendance, and the Lotdſhip, * hich would'be ts make Fun 
{tice Naked,as well as Blind , the Laiv would loſe much of irs Terrvt 1 
and conſequently of its Authoriry, Ler' the Miniſter be abjeA md 
low , his intereſt inconſiderable , the Word will ſuffer for his ſake : 
The Meſſage will ili find reception according tothe Dignity of the 
M er.' Imagine an Ambaſſadonr preſenting hitnſelfe -i1 # poot 
freeze Jerkin, and tatrered cloathes , cettainly he would have bur 
ſmall Audience , his Embaſy would ſpeed rather according: ro 'the 
Meaneſs of him that brought , than the Majeffyof himthar fone it. 
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Ic will fare alike wich che Ambaſſadours of Chriſt , the People will 
give them Audience according to their Preſence. A notable example 
of which we have in the Behaviour of ſome to Pax! himſelfe, 1 
Cor.to0.4.10;,Hence in the Jewiſh Church ir as cautiouſly provided 
in the Law, that none that was 4lind or lame , or had any remarkable 
defeR in his body, was capable of the Prielily Office : becauſe theſe 
things naturally make a perſon contemned , and this preſently refle&s 
upon che Funftion, This therefore is the firſt way by which the 
low, deſpiſed condition of the Miniſters , tends to the deſftru&ion of 
the Minittery and Religion : namely,becauſe ic ſubje&s their perſons 
ro ſcorn,and conſequently their Calling : and ir is not imaginable rhar 
men will be broughr roObe what they cannot Efteem. 

2, The ſecond way by which it rends to the ruine of the Miniſte- 
ry is, becauſe it diſcourages men of fic and raiſed Abilities front un- 
dertaking ic. And certaineit is, that as the Calling dignifies the 
man, ſo the man much more advances his Calling, As a Garment , 
though it warmes the-Body;it has a returne with an advantage, being 
much more-warmed by ic. And how often a good cauſe may miſcarry 
without a wiſe mannager ; and the Faith for want of a Defender, is, 
or at leaſt may be known. 'Tis not the Truth of an Afertion , bur 
rhe Skill of the Diſpurane that keeps off a baffle ; not the Juſineſſe 
of a Cauſe, but the Valour of the Souldiers that muſt wirfierhe Field. 


' When a Learned Paw! was converted, and undertook the Miniftery, 


it ftopp'd the mouthes of thoſe that ſaid, None but poor, weak Fiſh- 
er-men Preached Chriftianicy , and ſo his Learning filenced the ſcan- 
dall, as well as ftrengrhned the Church. Religion placed in a ſoule 
of exquiſite Knowledge and Abilities, as in a Caſtle , it finds nor 
only Habitation bue Defence. And what a Learned Forrein Divine 
ſaid of the Engliſh preaching, may be ſaid of all , Plxs eff in Arrifice 
quam in eArte. So much of moment is there in the Irofeſſors of 
any thing,co depreſle, or raiſe the Profeſſion, Whar is it that kept rhe 
Church of Rome ftrong,athlerick, & Rouriſhing for ſo manyCenturies, 
bur the happy ſucceſſion of the choiceſt Wirs engaged to her ſervice 
by ſuitable prefermenrs? And whar ſtrength doe we think would thar 
1ve to the True Religion, that 1s able thus toeſtablith a Falſe ? 
ligion ina great meaſure ftands or falls according to the abihries 

of thoſe rhat afſert ic : And if, as ſome obſerve, mens Defrres are u- 
ſually as large as their Abilities , what _ have we took to _ 
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the former, that we might engage rhe latter to our aſſiſtance. But we 
have tooke all wayes to affcight and diſcourage Schollars from look- 
ing towards this ſacred calling: For will men lay out their Wir and 
Judgment, upon that employment,for the undertaking of which,both 
will be queſtioned ? Would men not long fince have ſpent toyl- 
ſome dayes and watchfull nights in the laborious queſt of knowledge 
preparative to this work , at length to come and dance attendance for 
approbarion from a Juxtto of Percy Tyrants , ated by Party and Pre- 
- judice , whodenyed Fitneſs from Learning , and Grace from Mora- 
liry 2 Will a man exhauſt his livelyhood upon Pookes , and his 
Healch,the beſt part of his life upon Study,to be ar lengrh thruſt into a 
pcor Village, where he ſhall have his due precariouſly,and entreat for 
his own,and when he has it,live poorly &contempribly upon ir,while 
the ſame or leſle labour beſtowed upon any other calling, would bring 
not only Comnforc,bur Splendor,nor only Maintenance but Abundance? 
'Tis I confeſs the duty of Miniſters to endure this condition : but 
neicher Religion nor Reaſon does oblige either them to approve, 
or others ro Chooſe it . Doubtlefle Parents will not throw away the 
rowardneſs of a child,and the expence of Education upon a Profeſſion 
whoſe labour is encreaſed,and whoſe rewards vantſhed.To condemne 
promilſing lively parts to conterapr, and penury in a deſpiſed calling, 
Whar is it elſs but the caſting of a .M ofes into the mud, or to offer a 
Son upon the Altar : and inſtead of a Preiſt ro make him a Sacrifice. 
Neither ler any here reply,that it becomes not a Miniftecia'l ſpirit to 
undertake ſuch a calling for reward? for they muſt know, that ir is one 
thing roundertake it for a reward, and not to be willing to undertake 
1r,vichour one: 1r 15 one thing to- performe good workes only that we 
may receive the recompence ofthem in Heaven , & anorher thing not 
to be willing to follow Chriſt and forſake the world if there were no 
fuch recompence. Pur befides, ſuppoſe it were the duty of Scholars ro 
chuſe this calling in the mid'Rt of all irs diſcouragements. Yer a pru- 
dent governour,who knowes 1t to be his wiſdom as well as his duty,to 
take the beſt courſe to advance Religion,will not conſider mens duty, 
bur rheir praRice : not whar they ought to doe , but what they uſe to 
doe: and therefore draw over che belt qualified to this fervice,by ſuch 
wayes, as are molt apt to perſiwvade nd induce men. * o/omon built his 


Temple with the Talleſt Cedars : and ſurely when God refuſed the 


defeRive, and the maimed for ſacrifice, we cannot thinke that he re- 
quires then for the Prieſthood. When Learning, Abiliries , and what 
is 
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is excellent in the world ſorſake the Church , we miay eafily foretell 
its ruine withour the gift of Propheſy.And when ignorance ſucceeds 
inthe place of Learning , weakneſs in the roome of Judgment , we 
may be ſure, Hereſye and confuſion will quickly come in the roome 
of Religion. For undoubredly there is no way ſoeffeQuall ro berray 
the Truth , as to procure it a weak Defender. 

Well:now inſtead of arr. Fogg articular Uſes from the Point, that 
has been delivered, ler us make a breif Recapitulation of the whole. 
Government,e ſee depends upon Religion, and Religion upon che 
Encouragement of thofe that are co diſpence , and afferr it.- For the 
further evidence of which truths we need not travell beyond our own 
Porders:bur leave ir to every one impattially ro Judge,whether from 
the very firſt day that our Religion was / unſettled , and Church Go- 
vernment flung out of Doores,the Civill Government has ever been 
able to fix upon a ſure foundation. We have been changing even to a 
Proverb.The indignation of Heaven has been rclling and turning us 
from one form to another, till at length ſuch a Giddineſs ſeazed upon 
Gdvernment,tharivfell into the very oreggs of SeRaryes,that threat- 
ned an'equall ruin both tale Miniſter and” Magiſtrare. And how the 
State hasSymphathized wiifthe Chutcb,is apparenrt.For have nor our 
Princes , as well as our Preifts bin of the loweſt of the Peopje ? Have 
not Coblers , Draymen, Mechanicks Governed, as well as reached? 
Nay have not they by Preaching come to Govern ? Was ever that of 
Solomon more verified, that Servants have Rid , while Princes, and 
Nobles have gone on Foot ? But God has bin pleaſed by a miracle of 
mercy to diſſipate this confuſion and Chaos,and to give us ſome open- 
ings, ſome dawnings of Liberty and Settlement. But noiv ler not 
thoſe that are to rebuild our Jeruſalem, rhinke that the Temple muſt 
be builr taſt, For if there be ſuch'a thing as a God, and as Religion, 
as,wherher men beleive ir'or no, they will one day find and feete”, aſ- 
ſuredly he will Rop our Liberty, rill we reſtore him his _— Be- 
ſides;it is a ſenceleſs thing in reaſon,to think that one of theſe Incer- 
efts can ſtand without the other, when in che very orderof Naturall 
Cauſes , Government is preſerved by Religion. Bur ro return to Fe- 
roboams with whom we firtt began. He laid the foundation of his Go- 
vernment in deliroying , though doubtleſs he coloured ic with the 
Name of Reforming Gods worſhip : but ſee the iflue.. Conſider him 


Curſed by God ; maintaining his uſurped ritle ,by continuall vexari-. 
ou; 
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ous Warres 26ainft the _ udah; ſmote in his rity, which 
was made fe rhe du he th face of the Earth, | my ms vile as 
thoſe Preifts whom he had imployed. Conſider him branded , and 
made odious to all after ages. And now when his Kingdome, and 
ny Anton at ati End;and he and hisPoſteriry rotting under ground,and 
is Name ſtinking x above: it, Judge whar a worthy prize he made in 
gerting of a Kings i Agar; the Church. Wherefore the 
nw of all is Le efire thoſe whom it may concern,to 
cdfſider Ftrroboames joerg and then they will have litcle hearc 

tw Feroboarss fitine, | 
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